PROCEEDINGS 
GRAND ROYAL ARCH CHAPTER 


OF MISSISSIPPI, 


AT ITS 


NINTH GRAND ANNUAL COMMUNICATION IN JACKSON, 


JANUARY, A. D. 1855, A. I. 2385. 


PROCEEDINGS. 


f PLANE tn 


AT the Ninth Grand Annual Convocation of the Grand Re val Arch Chapter 
of the State of Mississippi, held in the Representatives’ Hall, at the City of 
Jackson, on the Sth, 9th, 10th and 11th days of January, A. D. 1855, A. I. 
2585, there were 


PRESENT: 


M. E. WILLIAM X. PATTON, Grand High Priest. 

I. Burton YaNpbEÉLL, Deputy Grund High Priest. 

E. JAMES A. CHAPMAN, Grand King, pro tem. 

Companion L. V. Dixon, Grand Treasurer. 

Companion Rrenmon» MINNIS, Grand Secretary. 
Companion WILLIAM H. McCurpy, Grand Chaplain. 
Companion WALKER BROOKE, Grand Marshal, pro tem. 
Companion Rierarb S. Rooms, Grand Principal Sojourner. 
Companion J. S. Lewis, Grand Royal Arch Captain, pro tem. 
Companion E. B. Harvey, Grand Master 3d V., pro tem. 
Companion B. N. ALEXANDER, Grand Master 2d V., pro tem. 
Companion Ww. R. CANNON, Grand Master [st V., pro tem. 
Companion CHARLES KOPPERL, Grand C. of the Host, pro tem. 
Companion A. D. Evans, Grand Janitor. 

The Grand Chapter was opened in ample form. Prayer by Rev. Companion 
William H. McCurdy, Grand Chaplain. 

On motion of Companion Kopjerl, the reading of the Minutes was dis- 
peused with. 

The M. E. Grand High Priest appointed Companions William R. Cannon, 
Wm. Carey Crane, D. Rosser, C. Kopperl and T. J. Carleton, a Committee on 
Credentials, when the Grand Chapter was called from labor to refreshment 
until 7 o'clock, P. M. 


MONDAY, Jan. 8, A. L. 23885—7 o'clock, P. M. 

The Grand Chapter was called from refreshment to labor. 

Prayer by Rev. Companion William H. McCurdy. 

The Committee on Credentials made the following Report, to wit: 

The Committee on Credentials beg leave to report, that they have examined 
such returns as have been presented, and find the fi dliowine Companions enti- 
tled to seats in this M. E. Grand Body, to wit: 

Natchez Chapter, No. 1.—A. H. Kendrick, E. Craig, James Hardie. 

Clinton, No. 2.—J. A. Gage, J. B. Coleman, J. O. Ingraham. 

Columbus, No. 4.—Charles H. Abert, A. W. Lampkin, Wm. R. Cannon. 

Jackson, No. 6.— Win. S. Patton, R. M. Hobson, H. Hilzheim. 

Yazoo, No. 8.—J. W. Barnett, P. Lander, H. Harrison, B. Yandell, proxy. 

Lexington, No. 9.—Ira S. Mitchell, W. A. Purdom, J. C. Birkhead, 
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DeWitt Clinton, No. 12.—' Phos. Hardiman, Dawi Rosser, Jas. Sinums. 
Euphemia, No. 13.—J. N. Walton, W. B. Barton, B. G. Norwood. 
Carrollton, No. 15.— Win. Cothran, W. W. Hart, B. Holt. 

Win. H. Wilkinson, No. 16.—L. K. Barber, Fred. Conrad, J. M. Miller. 
Gallatin, No. 17.—Stephen A. Johnson, George Ray, John Fatheree. 
Vernon, No. [9.--J. J. Scott, B. T. E. Mabry, W. J. Ferguson. 
Kosciusko, No. 2).—D. S. Comfort, C. B. Galloway, T. L. Thompson. 
Quitman, No. 21.— W. C. Crane, J. R. Milam, J. Woodard. 

Raymond, No. 22.— J. C. Davis, D. D. Chapman, W. F. Dillon. 
Houston, No. 29 —.F. A. Orr, R. G. Steele, M. S. Womack. 

Wayne, No. 24.--J. H. Horne, C. D. Lang, W. W. Lang. 

Marion, No. 25.--J. R. McLauren. W. P. Andrews, D. C. Smith. 
Paulding, No. 26.—J. A. Chapman, T. W. Grayson, R. P. Jones. 
Walker, No. 28.-- E. F. McGchee, W. N. Phillips, G. R. Hunt. 
Washington, No 29.--Sam. McClellan, V. TE Johnson, Raleigh Folkes. 
Shongalo, No. 30.— Charles Kojperl, A. Green, Josiah Newman. 
Decatur, No. 231.—M. M. Keith, Hamilton Cooper, Wm. H. McCurdy. 
Lafayette, No. 33.—J. M. Howry, W. 8. Burney, T. Conkey. 
Neshoba, No. 24.—J. P. Lewis, R. B. Kirkland, John G. Lewis. 
Charles Scott, No. 35.— W. H. MeCargo, d. W. Stamps, T. H. Wood. 
Marshall, No. 40.—J. G. Griffin, J. M. Rogers, T. R. Baucks. 

Spring Ridge, No. 41. —1H. J. Holmes, G. E. Toole, W. J. Bracy. 
Enterprise, No. 45.——J. M. Hand, W. P. Carter, James E. Watts. 
Camargo, No. 47.—Hiram Hood, W. S. Leake, B. S. Trice. 

Ripley, No. 48.—-J. E. Rogers, W. D. Carter, 5. C. Rutherford. 

New Albany, No. 49.—C. T. Bond, A. Sutherland, J. F. Graham. 

Mt. Carmel, No. 50.— Wm. Barnes, S. H. Walker, LL. W. Griffith. 
Geo. Washington, No. 51.—B. N. Alexander, C. S. Bowen, R. Dean. 
Bay St. Louis, No. 54.—0O. M. Oliver, J. C. Monette, W. A. Champlin. 
Bethesda, No. 55.—Jas. T. Williams, H. D. Palmer, J. P. Cook. 

F. C. Mercer, proxy for Scribe, Lexington Chapter, No. 9. 


S. Evans, Representative, Marion, No. 25. 

S. B. Stamps, proxy for H. P. Charles Scott, No. 85. 

E. E. Hand, proxy for H. P. Enterprise, No. 45. 

E. B. Harvey, proxy for H. Priest Mt. Carmel, No. 50. 

D. J. Brown, proxy for H. P. Raymond, No. 22. 

R. W. T. Daniel, proxy for Scribe, Vicksburg. No. 5. 

John C. Warren, Representative, North Mt. Pleasant, No. 40. 

W. R. Lackey, proxy for H. P., Washington, No. 29. 

R. P. Jones, proxy for H. P., Decatur, No. 31. 

All of which is respectfully submitted, 

WM. R. CANNON, 
W. CAREY CRANE, 
D. ROSSER, 
CHAS. KOPPERL, 
T. J. CARLETON, 


Committee. 
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Past Grand Officers : 


WALKER Brooke, Past Grand High Priest. 

CHARLES SCOTT, Past Grand High Priest. 

CHARLES Korrern, Past Deputy Grand High Priest. 
WiLLIAM P. MELLEN, Past Deputy Grand High Priest. 
WirLLIAM R. Lackey, Past Grand King. 


Companion Kopperl offered the following resolution, which was adopted : 


Resolved, That Companion Robbins, Past Tigh Priest of Now Albany Chapter, No. 49, be 
recognized as the Representative of said Chapter. 


On motion of Companion Brown, Companion Yandell was received as the 
Representative of Yazoo Chapter, No. 8. | 

The M. E. Grand High Priest then delivered the following Address, which, 
on motion of Companion Carleton, was ordered to be spread on the Minutes: 


ADDRESS. 


COMPANIONS: 

As Officers and Members of the Grand Royal Arch Chapter of the State of Mississippi, 
under the watchful care of an “ All-wise Providence,” we are again permitted to meet in 
Council, to transact such business as pertains to our Order; and whilst we are thus assem- 
bled, may each Companion act well his part, recolleeting, that although his thoughts, words 
and actions may be hidden trom men, yet, that ** All-secing Eye that pervades the inmost 
recesses of the heart,” is continually over him. 

On examining the Proceedings of our Sister Grand Chapters, for the past ycar, we find 
that peace and harmony prevail throughout the centire jurisdiction of our General Grand 
Chapter. Within our own State the march of R. A, Masonry is still onward. Through the 
untiring energy and zeal manifested by our worthy Companion Grand Leeturer, he has 
succeeded in establishing, in.the greater number of the Subordinate Chapters, the mode of 
work recommended by this Grand Chapter at its last Grand Annual Convocation; and by 
again placing him at the helm, I have no doubt, but that within the next twelve months, 
we will have a uniform mode of work throughout our jurisdiction. 

Upon proper application, I granted, during the past year, Dispensations for organizing 
tour new Chapters, viz: 

One at Shoeboota, Clarke county ; one at Carrollville. Tishomingo county ; one at Panola, 
Panola county ; one at Clinton, Hinds county. 


Soon after the close of the Grand Chapter, at its last Grand Annual Convocation, I was 
informed by the High Priest of Ripley Chapter, No. 48, that the Charter granted to said 
Chapter was lost, and desired a Dispensation, authorizing said Chapter to proceed with its 
labors, until the next Convocation of the Grand Chapter. D granted said Dispensation, and 
upon the proper retuins of said Chapter being inade, would recommend that a Duplicate 
be granted. 


During the summer, a eommunieation was received trom the High Priest, King and Seribe 
of Wayne Chapter, No. 25, stating that said Chapter had forfeited its Charter to the last 
Grand Chapter; that all work, for several months, had been suspended, and that as the 
members were desirous of again meeting as a Chapter of Royal Arch Masons, they prayed 
fora Dispensation, authorizing said Chapter to resume labors, and make due Returns to 
this Grand Chapter. Said Dispensation was granted, and I would now recommend that 
this Grand Chapter take iuto consideration the condition of said Chapter, and if expedient, 
renew the Charter. 

In consequence of some unavoidable circumstance, Jackson Chapter, No. 6, failed to elect 
its Officers at the regular meeting preseribed by the Constitution. Upon a statement of the 
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facts, and proper application, I granted à special Dispensation authorizing an election of 
Officers to take place en the 19th December, which seis properly attended to. 

At the last Grand Annnal Convoeation ot the Grand Chapter, a Charter was granted to 
Bay St. Louis Charter, No. 56 but it was net presented. for the signature of the proper 
otticers. Upon being informed of the fact by the High Priest of said Chapter, ] authorized 

hin to sign my mame, that the Chapter migut proceed with its work. 

Mt. Carmel Chapter, No. 20, made application and received å Dispensation to confer the 
Royal Arch Devree npon i sejourmin2 Brother, who, 11 was said, was f every way worthy 
and well qualified," aud hal the recommendation of a Chapter within the jurisdiction of 
this Grand Chapter. Ou reeemt of the Proceedings of the Grand Chapter at its last Grand 
Annual Convoention, E discovercd thi an individual of the same mame and occupation, had 
been rejected by another Chapter, F innnediutely notified Mt, Carmel Chapter of the fact, 
revoking the Dispensation. Batany notiee was not received in. time. T would recommend 
that this Grand Chaptor take the matter under consideration. and ferret out, and bring the 
guilty party to justice. 

Companions, = Beleving that T have laiq betore you all matters of importance that have 
come tomy knowledge :sinee the last Grand Annual Convoeation, I would further bring to 
your notice the evil ard unmasonie practice of dueling, waleh is sometimes: indulged in by 
Royal Areh Masons, iiid recommend that you take steb action is, im your wisdom, vou may 
deem right. Iu looking over this aree and intelligent assembly, T vest satistied that the, 
cause of Royal Areh Masonry is safe in your hands. 

Companions, It is rue that the duties of life are mere thau life itself, Gifted, as man 
is, with an active, inquiring mind; with a heart alive to pleasure and sorrow ; with an im- 
mortal soul, and after destiny we are admonished so to live ss to. benefit the human race. 
An aet of Charity or benevolence done to another, creates iu fhe bosom of the good man, a 
melody, sweeter than the divinest harmony, and brings a reward fir more precious than the 
wealth of the “Golden Fields of California.” The consciousuess of having made one indi- 
vidual happy during the day, may well serve as a reward for the performanet of a good aet. 
The promptings of a benevolent nature, are pire and. lofty, and shed a tinge of tranquil 
happiness on the soul of him who possesses it. 

As the morning dew ascends to Heaven, rieh with the fragrance of flowers it has refreshed 
and beautified, xo true benevolence ascends to the skies, helen with the blessings of those 
upon whom it has shel a ray of warm and genial sunshine, Who could brook the thought 
of going to the bed of death, without the light of one single noble deed to irradiate his 
pathway through the dark valley to the grave? 

Let us remember, that the great objects of our Association are the restraints of improper 
desires and passions, the cultivation of an active benevolence, and the proniptings of a 
correct knowledge of “he duties we owe to God, our neighbor, and ourselves, 

May peace, harmony and brotherly love prevail: may the benign Genius of the * Mystic 
Art" preside over our deliberations, and under her sway, let us aet with a dignity becoming 
the high and moral character of our venerable Pastitution. 


Companion Brown offered the following resolution, which was adopted : 

Resolved, that so much of the M. E. Grand High Priests Address as refers to duelling, be 
referred. toa Select Committee: when Companions Brown, Lewis and Lackey were an- 
nounced as the Committee. 

Companion Crane offered the folowing resolution, which was adopted : 

Resolved, That so mueh of the M. E. Grand High Priest's Address as refers to the exalta- 
tion of a Companion who had been rejected by another Chapter, be veferred to a Select 
Committee; whereupon the Chair appointed Companions Crane, Home and Mellen, 

Companion Rosser offered the following resolution, which was adopted : 

Resolved, That the balance of the Address of the M. BEG. HT. Priest be referred to a Select 
Committee; whereupon Companions Yandell, Horne and Metiehee were announced as the 
Committee. 


257 


The M. E. Grand High Priest then announced the following Standing Com- 
mittees : 

On Pispeusitions—Compintous Howry. Steele: Daniel, Evans. and Alex- 
inden, 

Ou Fécturus of Subordinate Chaptys—Companions Purdom, Hand, Oliver, 
Stamps, Harvey, iiid Comfort. 

On By-doars—Companions Herne, Mercer and Evans 

Ou Acconnis—Companions Lionpkin, Hobin, and Steele, 

On. Lufiuished Disini ss Com pouiens Cannon, Drown, and Jones, 

On Apperis—Conpanions Teniel, Warren, and Lackey. 

On motion of Companion Brown, the election of officers was made the order 
of the day tor to-morrow evening at 7 0clock. 

On motion ef Companion Carleton, the Grand Chapter was called to refresh- 


ment until to-morrow moming. 9 o'clock. 


TUESDAY, Jan. 9, N-9 ock ck, A. M. 
The Grand Roval Arch Chapter was called from refreshment to Jabor, 


Praver by Rev. Companion William H. MeCurdy. 
PRESENT: 


M. E. Wiman 8. Parron, Grand High Priest. 
E. BERTON YANDELL, Deputy Grind High Priest. 
EON divans. Grand ing, pro tem. 

i. JAMES Å. CHAPMAN, Grand Serie, 


ar 


Companten L. V. Dixon, Grund Preasurer, 

Companion RICHMOND MINNIS, Grand Socretary. 
Companion Wirrisw M. MeCuroy, Grand Chaplain. 
Companion WALKER BROOKE, Grand Marshal, pro tem. 
Companion RICHARD S. Roomy, Grand Principal Sojourner. 
Companion JON. Lewis, Grand Royal Arch Captain, pre tem. 
Companion E. B. Harvey, Grand Master 3d. V., pro tem. 
Companion B. N. ALEXANDER, Grund Master 24 V.. pro tem. 
Companion Wy. Re CANNON, Grand Master Ist V., pro tein. 
Companion CHARLES KOPPER, Grand Cof the Host. pro tem. 
Companion A. D. Evans, Grand Janitor. 


Pasi Grand Officers ; 


WALKER BROOKE, Past Grand High Priest 

CHARLES Scorn, Past Grand High Priest. 

CHARLES KorrERL, Past Deputy Grand Tigh Priest. 
WiLLIAM P. MELLEN, Past Deputy Grand High Priest. 
WiLLIAM RB. Lackey, Past Grand King. 
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Representatives. 


Natchez Chapter, No. f.— Å. H. Kendrick. 

Vieksburg, No. 2.—R. W. T. Daniel. 

Columbus, No. £.— Win. R. Cannon, Å. W. Lampki. 

Jackson, No. 6--Wm. S. Patton, R. M. Hebsen. 

Magnolia, No, 5.—A. L. MeKav. 

Yazoo, No. S.—B. Yandell. 

Lexington, No. 9.—W. A. Purdom, Fleet €. Merev 

DeWitt Clinton, No. 12.—Danicl Rosser, 

Carrollton, No. 15.—Giles M. Hillyer. 

Win. IT. Wilkinson, No. 16,.—1.. K. Barber 

Gallatin, No. 15.—-Geovge Ray. 

Vernon, No. [9.—J. J. Seott. 

Kosciusko, No. 20.— D. 8. Comfort. 

Quitnem, No. 20—W. Carey Crane. 

Raymond, No. 22.—D. J. Brown. 

Houston, No. 23.—R. G. Stecle. 

Wayne, No. 24.—J. H. Horne, 

Union, No. 95,--8. Evans. 

Paulding, No. 6.0. Å. Chapman. 

Walker, No. 28.—E. F. MetGehee., 

Washington, No. 29.--William R. Lackey. 

Shongalo, No. + 0.--Charles Kopper * 

Decatur, No. 31- Wilian H. MeCurdy, BR. P. Jones. 

Lafavette, No. 55.—James M. Howry. 

Neshoba, No. 51.-—J. 5. Lewis. 

Charles Scott, No. 5.—J. B. Stamps. 

Louisville, No. 86.-—-Nathaniel Woodward. 

Marshall, No. 40.—J. C. Warren, 

Enterprise, No, 40.—]5. E. Hand, 

Ripley, No. 48.—J. B. Rogers. 

New Albany, No. 40.—W. D. Robbins. 

Mt. Carmel, No. 00.—E. D. Harvey. 

Geo. Washington, No. 51.—B. N. Alexander. 

Bay St. Louis, No. 51.—0O. M. Oliver. 

Bethesda, No. 55.—James T. Williams. 

Carvollville, U. D.—T. J. Carleton. 

Wright, U. D.—T. P. kuight. 

A communicat ou from Companion Wis. Ray was read, and on motion ef 
Companion Secretary, was referred to the Committee on Dispensation. 

The Cominittes on Credentials made the following further report, which 
was received and adopted . 

The Committee on Credentials beg leave to report, that they have examined the Creden- 
tials of Companion stiles M. Hillyer as proxy for the Pgh Petest of Carrollton Chapter. 


No. 15, and find hiw entitied to a seat in this M. E. Grand Body. 
Respectfully submitted, WILLIAM R. CANNON. Chairman, 
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The petition of Companion W. P. Womack and others, was received, and 
referred to the Committee on Dispensations. 


The Committee to whom was referred that portion of the M. E. Grand High 
Priests address relating to duelling, made their report. which was received, 
and on motion of Companion Steele, was made the special order of the day 
for to-morrow morning, 11 o'clock. 

Companion Rosser presented the following, which, on motien of Companion 
Carleton, was referred to å committee of three. 


To the M. E. G. H. P., N. and s. of the Grand Chapter of Mississippi : 

The M. E. High. Priest of DeWitt Clinton Chapter, No. 12, of Royal Arch Masons repre- 
sents, that at the November Convocation of said Chapter, a charge of unmasonic conduct, 
to-wit: drunkenness —was preferred against a Companion of said Chapter: whereupon a 
Committee of Tuvestigation was appointed. 

Atthe December Convocation of said Chapter, the Coninittee reported, that they had 
had an interview with said Companion, and that he aeknowledged his guilt. Whereupon, 
«m motion, the charge was dismissed, the M. E. High Priest and E. Scribe dissenting. They 
now subiait the ease to the wisdom of {his Grand Body, and ask, that if, in the opinion of 
said DeWitt Clinton Chapter, the end had been attained, they had the right to dismiss said 
charges! or, should said Companion have been brought before said Chapter and repri- 
manded, 

The M. E. Grand High Priest appointed Companions Tupper, Brooke and 
Scotti, on said Committee. 

Companion Purdom asked leave of absence for the Committee on Returns, 
which was granted. 


Companion Kopperl ofiered the fi Mow ing 


resolution, which was adopted : 

Resolved, That a Committee oi tive be appointed to draw a Code of Rules for the govern- 
ment of Subordinate Chapters in trials of offen ling members. 

The M. E. Grand High Priest appointed Companions Kopperi, Hillyer, 
Evaus, Brooke and Loinpkin, on said Committee. 

Companion Brooke offered the following resolution, which was received and 
referred to å Special Committee, cousisting of Companions Brooke, Scott and 
Tupper. 

Resalved, As one ot the Permanent Regulations of this Grand Chapter, that when a Royal 
Arch Mason stands chæreed in a Court of Justieein this State, with an offence against the 
eriminal or penal laws, no proceedings touching said offence, shall be instituted against such 
Companion so charged, until atter his ease shall have been disposed of by said Court: and in 
the meantime, such Companion is entitled to the exercise of all ** Masonic rights and priv- 
ileges ;" and should any other Companion refuse to hold Masonic intercourse with him, sueh 
conduct would be unmasonie and highly reprehensible. 

The Committee on the Exaltation of a Master Mason who had been rejected 
by another Chapter, made their report, which was received and adopted. [Nee 
Reports—Letter A.] 

The Committee on Dispensations made their report, which was received and 
adopted. [See Reports—Letter B.] 


The Committee on the communication from DeWitt Clinton Chapter, No. 12, 
made their report, which was received and adopted. [See Reports—Letter C.] 


200 


fhe Conunittec towhont wis referred (he resolution offered by Companion 
Brooke. made thelr reporf, which sas recen ed uud adopted. [See Reports— 
Letter D.) 

Compeuiou Brown offered the following resolution, which was lost. 


Resolved. Tied 2M shall Chapter, No. 40, be aliow od until the next Grand Annual Convo- 
cut, ba pey ey ener, JH kh ie The esi ot sd Chapter stall ot he allowed t 
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paw quilesse and peracta. 


Chapter called off until 21, o'clock, P. M. 


Trrespay, dan 9, (8390-24, o'clock, P. M. 
The Grand Chapter smed daloes- Pres. by Rev, Companion Wu. 
IL MeCurdy. 
l PRESENT: 


AE Wrerraw S. Barron, € 11. Priest 

M.E Burros YANDEL, Depuiy G. ÅL Priest. 
ESW. R. backkv, Ga King, pro tem. 

WOJ. A. CHAPMAN, Ga Neribe, 

Companion be MCENNIS, (G Secretary. 
Companion WILLIAM IE MCCURDY, G. Chaplain. 
Companion D.J. BROWN. G. Marshal. 
Come RoS Rooi, GLA, 

Comoanien TT. MWILEIAMS, G. R A. C. 
Companion 1. BR. JEARVEY, (3. M. d Veil. 
Companion DB. N. ÅLENANDER, G. MG 2d V. 
Companion WELLEAM R. CANNON, G.M. Ist V 


Companion IL KENDRICK, G. 0. Host. 


M 


A. 
Companion Å. i). Evans, G. danitor. 
Pasi Grand Offic rs. 


KH. Companion. TLC. Porern P. ai 

VL Cendirien WALKER BROOKE, Pr SEE 

ES Campanion WILLIAM P. Actin, P.D. G. IH. U. 
E. Companion CHARLES KOPPER pop TER. 


Representa fives sate ats Mytho Mori 
1 


ur arrived, the speriat order of the day was called 


The hour ot 2 0cock havi 
tor. fo-wit: that the Grand Lecturer, Coumenion We R. arkey. be requested 
b Y 1 it 


to exemplify Cie werk, Då ål Here dø oie (pt Degpees 
Focoledienee to sak! re Olt, Companion Lackey peocecded to the dis- 
charge of said duty, ond exempliticd, fully, ihe work, by a Lecture im the 
several Deoorecs of Mark, Past, mud. Most Bxcotlout Master, and Royal Avek 
whereupon, Companion Tupper alfeved the following resolution: 
ltesuleett, "Eie the Lectures delivered by our God Leeturer, Companion Laekey. are 
fully approved, ond are hen bv adapted by this Crand Chapter. 


Companion Howry moved to lay this resolution on the table, which was lost: 
whereupon, the vote was taken on the adoption of the resolution, and carried. 

The Committee on Credentials made a further report, which was adopted. 
[Sec Reports—Letter E.] 

The Committee on Untinished Business made their report, which was 
received, and on motion of Companion -———, was laid on the table. [See 
Reports—Letter F.] 

The Committee on By-Laws made their report, which was adopted. [Nee 
Reports—Letter G.] 

The Grand Chapter was called from labor to refreshment, until 7 o'clock P. M. 


TUESDAY EVENING, Jan. 0, 1855—- o clock. 
The Grand Chapter was called trom refreshinent to labor. 
«Name officers and representatives as before. 
Prayer by Rev. Companion MeCurdv. 
The Committee on Credentials made their report, which was received and 
adopted. [See Reports—Letter H.] 
The hour having arrived, the order of the day was called for, to-wit: the 
vlection of the Grand Officers for the ensuing twelve months. 
The Grand Chapter then proceeded. to the election, which resulted in the 
election of 
Companion Wa. R. CANNON, of Columbus, M. E. G. H. P. 
Companion Jas. M. Howry, Oxford, M. E. D. G. H. P. 
Companion W. Å. PURDOM, Lexington, E. G. King. 
Companion A. H. KENDRICK, Natchez, E. G. Scribe. 
Companion L. V. Dixon, Jackson, G. Treasurer. 
Companion R. W. T DaNi1EL, Vicksburg, Ga Secretary. 
Companion Rev. J. A. GODEREY, Jackson, G. Chaplain. 
Companion R. 5. Roomer, Vicksburg, G. Marshal. 
Companion GILES M. Her vigi, Natchez, Grand Orator. 
On motion of Companion Brooke, the cleetion was suspended until to- 
morrow at 9 o'clock, A. M. 
The Grand Secretary then presented his report, which, together with that 
of the Grand Treasurer, was referred to the Committee on Accounts, who 
made their report, which was received and adopted. [See Reports— Letter I.| 


The Grand Chapter was called off until to-morrow morning, 9 o'clock. 


. 


WEDNESDAY MORNING, Jan. 10, IN55—9 o'clock. 
Same officers and members as before. 
The Grand Chapter was called from refreshment to labor. 
Prayer by Rev. Companion MeCuidy. 
Companion Horne offered tho following resolution, which was adopted : 
Resolved, That the Charter of. Wayne Chapter, No. 24, which has been for some time sus- 
pended for non-payment of dues, be renewed upon the liquidation of the same. 
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The Grand Chapter then resumed the eleetion of Officers, which resulted 
as follows: 

Companion B. D. Harvey, Willimnsburg, G. C. of H. 
Companion D. S. Comrort, Kosciusko, G. P. 8. 
Companion J. T. WirrtraMs, Burketville, G. R. A. C. 
Companion T. J. CARLETON, Carrollville, G. M. 3d V. 
Companion R. P. JoxEs, Decatur, G. M. 2d V. 
Companion O. M. OLIVER, Shieldsboro, G. M. Ist V. 
Companion A. D. Evans, Jackson, G. Janitor. 

On motion of Companion --—, the Grand Chapter proceeded to the election 
of Grand Lecturer, which resulted in the election of Companion W. R. Lackey, 
of Cayuga. 

The Committee on Returns made their report, which was received and 
adopted. [See Reports—Letter J.] | 

The hour having arrived, the order of the day was called for, to-wit: the 
Report of the Cournittce on Duelling. The report was read a second time. 
when on motion of Companion Webb, the 3d resolution was stricken out. 

Companion Kopperl moved to lay the whole upon the table, which was lost. 

: a ; . ? 
The report, as amended, on motion, was re-committed—Companions Tupper 
' , å 
and Webb being added to the Committee. 

On motion of Conpanion Crane, the Installation of the Grand Officers elect. 
was made the order of the day for 21, o'clock, P. M. 

Companion MeInnis offered the following resolution, which was adopted : 

Resolved, That the petition for å Dispensation by Companions belonging to another Chap- 
ter, be referred to a Select Committee. 

The M. E. Grud High Priest appointed Companions Crane, Alexander. 

z H 
Kopperl, Daniel and Hyer, on said Committee. 
4 " ? 
Companion Crane offered the following amendment to the Constitution : 


Resolred, That Artide ITE of the Constitution, which reads, ** The Annual Meetings of 
this Grand Chapter shall be held at the Seat of Government," be so amended as to read. 
* shall be held at the City of Vicksburg.” 


Resolved, That each Chapter in the State be requested to instruct its Representatives to 
the next Grand Annual Convocation, for which place to vote. 


The Committee ou Duclling made their final report, which was received and 

adopted. [See Reports —Letter K.] 
Jompanion Lampkin offered the following resolution : 

Resolved, That for the proper understanding and regulation of Subordinate Chapters, i 

uniform seale of charges for the reception of Degrees, be established, and that hereafter. 
] | 

Forty Dollars be the regular charge tor the same. 

Companion Rosser moved to strike out * Forty," and insert. “Thirty,” which 
was lost. 

Companion Webb moved to insert “ Thirty-five,” in lieu of * Forty,” which 


was lost. 


The vote being taxen on the original resolution, the same was adopted. 
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Companion Brown offered the following resolution, which was adopted : 


Resolved, That Spring Ridge Chapter, No. 41, be allowed to change her By-Laws, so that 
her Convocations may be holden an the SECOND, Instead of the FOURTH Saturday in each 
and every month. 

The Committee on that portion of the Address of the M. E. Grand High 
Priest, not otherwise referred, made their Report, which was received and 
adopted. [See Reports—Letter L.] 


Companion Kopperl offered the following, which was adopted : 


Resolved, That the M. E. Deputy Grand High Priest, Companion Yandell, be allowed his 
per diem for last year. 


The Grand Chapter was then called from labor to refreshinent, until 21; 


o'clock, P. M. 


WEDNESDAY, Jan. 10, 1855—32), o'clock, P. M. 


The Grand Chapter was called from refreshment to labor. 


* 


Same officers and representatives as before. 

Prayer by Rev. Companion McCurdy. 

Companion Yandell offered the following resolution, which was adopted : 

Resolved, That this Grand Chapter hails the appearance of the Acacia,” a Masonic 
Periodical, published by our worthy Companion, Giles M. Hillyer, as an earnest of the 
growing prosperity of the Order in the State of Mississippi, and most cordially recommends 
it to the patronage of the Fraternity. 

The hour having arrived, the specialorder of. the day was called for ; where- 
upon, the M. E. Grand High Pricst proceeded to the Installation of the Grand 
Officers elect, as follows : 

M. E. Witri aw R. CANNON, Grand High Priest. 

E. James M. Howry, Deputy Grand High Priest. 
` E. W. A. PURDOM, Grand King. 

E. A. H. KENDRICK, Grand Scribe. 

Companion L. V. Dixon, Grand Treasurer. 
Companion &. W. T. DANIEL, Grand Secretary. 
Companion Rev. J. A. GODFREY, Grand Chaplain. 
Companion RICHARD S. Roomk, Grand Marshal. 

Companion GiLEs M. HILLYER, Grand Orator. 
Companion E. B. Harvey, Grand Captain of Host. 
Companion D. S. Comrort, Grand P. Sojourner. 
Companion J. T. WILLIAMS, Grand R. A. C. 
Companiou T. J. CARLETON, Grand Master 3d V. 
Companion R. P. JONES, Grand Master 2d V. 
Companion O. M. OLIVER, Grand Master 3d V. 
Companion W. R. Lackey, Grand Lecturer. 
Companion A. D. Evans, Grand Janitor. 


quunt cese 


Jnd 


(he Graad Officers elect having assumed their respective positions, om 
motion of Comparion Dixon, it was . 

Resolred, Tint the Conginittes en Foreign Corespendence be exeused. from making å 
Report. 


Comeinion Doer cit red the fellowine:: 


IA 


Reseed: td: Sep NOTE nogen Ne 13, be exompt frown the regulation which 
requies, that not. hes than Forty Polls shall he pad for the Chapter Degrees, which on 
motion ot Companion Lanciin, was laid en the tabbe, 

* : Y. 1 VB ds gat E x. ORE EE En E j . 
Companion Koppert ofore! the following resolution, which was adopted : 
Resolved, "Vhat a Committe sat Three be appointed. shoscsduty it shall be, to prepare i 

suitable form et ct lastalletien Coremonios? for (he Officers of the Grand Chapter, and 
report the sine at (pe wes. © rand Annual Convocation, 
^r i TG tQ T H i UN " å ^4 . d ry t 

Whereupon, the M. E Grand High Priest apoeinted Companions ‘Tupper. 

Patton aud Brooke. 


Companion Oliver offered the following vesolation, which was adopted : 

Resolred, That Bay St. Louis Chapter, No 5f. be allowed so to amend her By-Laws, as to 
change the time ef Poiding her stated Coneneniestiens, from the first Wednesday to the 
first Friday of each 330nth. 

The Committee appointed to take into consideration the petition of Com- 
panions fora Dispensation, who ave members of another Chapter, made their 
report, which was received ind adopted. [Sec Roports-—-hetter M.] 

Companion Webb offered the following res ution, which was adopted : 

Resolecd, That Shi dds Royal Areh Chapter, No, 18, be lowed to install. her officers elect. 


and eontinue to work, upon the payment of all past dues, notwithstanding her failure te 


send up her Returns and eleet her officers ut the proper time. 

Companion Rosser offered the following resolution, which was adopted : 

| ; 

Resolved, "hast DWitt Clinton Chapter, No. 02, be exensed from the payment of the 
excess of dues reported by the Committee on. Returns of Subordinate Chapters, at this 
Grand Annual Convocation. 

Jompanion Patton presented the following. which was adopted : 


Resolecd, That hereatter. the Pistallation of the Otfieors of this Grand Chanter shall take 
place at the close of each sos stor anl that the present Grand Offieers hold over until that 
time, 

On motion, leave o£ absence, tor the remainder o£ the session, after this 
evening, was ranteq Companions Brown, A. EE. Kendrick, 15 G. Seribe, Crane, 
Barber, Horne wid Iaiieedhit. 

Companion Purdom nieret the following resolution, which was adopted : 

Resolved, That a Committees of Three be appointed to mvestigate the Returns trom Kos- 
ciusko Chapter, No. 20, as recotamonded by the Report of the Comittee op Returns of 
Subordinate Chapters, and report by resolution, for the setion of this Grand Body. 


The M. E. Grand Teh) Priest appointed Companions Comfort, Williams 
and Godirey. 

Companion Kopperl offered the following resolution. which, on motion of 
Companion ———-. was laid over, and made the special order of the day for 
to-morrow morning, 9 o'clock. 
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Resolved, That the following Resolution, now recognized as one of the. Permanent Regu- 
lations, to-wit: * Resolved, That the Delegates from Chapters U. D., shall be paid mileage 
and per diem: Provided. that but one Delegate be entitled to receive such compensation, 
aud that no delegate shall receive, out of the funds of the Grand Chapter, a larger sum 
than that paid in at the same meeting, ax annual dues," be reseinded-—this Grand Chapter 
holding the opinion, that only such Chapters as have regularly organized by the election and 
installation of their Officers, are entitled to representatives in this Grand Chapter. 

The Grand Chapter was called from labor to refreshment, until to-morrow 
morning, 9 o'clock. 


THURSDAY MORNING, Jan. 11, 1855— 9 o'clock. 
PRESENT : 


M. E. Wituram R. Cannon, Grand High Priest. 
JAMES M. Howry, Deputy Grand High Priest. 

.. W. A. Pun pow, Grand King. 

. W. R. LACKEY, Grand Scribe, pro tem. 
Companion R. W. T. DANIEL, Grand Secretary. 
Companion WinLiAM H. McOurpy, G. Chaplain, p. t. 
Companion E. B. Harvey, Grand Captain of Host. 
Companion D. S. COMFORT, Grand P. Sojourner. 
Companion J. T. WILLIAMS, Grand R. A. C. 
Companion T. J. CARLETON, Grand Master 3d V. 
Companion R. P. Jones, Grand Master 2d V, 
Companion O. M. OLIVER, Grand Master 3d V. 
Companion RICHARD S. Rooms, Grand Marshal. 
Companion A. D. Evans, Grand Janitor. 


Past Grand Officers. 


M. E. Companion Wm. S. Parron, P. G. H. P. 

M. E. Companion Burton YANDELL, P. D. G. H. P. 
E. Companion J. A. CHAPMAN, P. G. 8. 

E. Companion CHARLES KorrEnL, P. D. G. H. P. 
E. Companion W. R. Lackey, P. G. K. 

Representatives same as before, except those to whom leave of absenee was 
granted. — 

The Grand Royal Arch Chapter was called from refreshment to labor. 

Prayer by Rev. Companion William H. McCurdy. 

On motion of Companion McInnis, the Report of the Committee appointed 
to take into consideration the subject of Petitions from Royal Arch Masons, 
praying for Dispensations for the Institution of Chapters, which Petitions are 
signed by Companions who have not dimitted for that purpose, was recon- 
sidered. 

Whereupon, Companion McInnis moved to strike out “for that purpose,” 
and insert “previously,” before dimitted. The Report, as amended, was 
adopted. [See Reports—Letter M.] 

o4 


is 
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The Committee on Credentials made a further Report, which, on motion ot 


Jompanion Rosse’, was received and adopted. [See Reports—Letter N.] 

The Committee to whom was referred the Returns of Kosciusko Chapter, 
No. 20, made their Report, which, on motion of Companion McInnis, was 
received and adopted. [See Reports—Letter O. 

The Committee appointed to draft a * Code of Rules" for the government 
of Subordinate Chapters, in trials of offendiug members, made their Report, 
which, on motion of Companion AMefnuis, was reecived and adopted. [Sec 
Reports— Letter ?.] 

On motion of Companion Brooke, 

Resolved, "That saio Committee be allowed to sit during recess, and make a further Report 
at the Annua Convection of this Grand Body. 

The hour having arrived, the Resolution offered by Companion Kopperl, 
and made the spe ial order of the day, at 9 o'clock, A. M., was taken up and 
discussed, and on motion of Companion Brooke, the call of the Chapter was 
made and lost—ayes 49, noes 61. 


Companion Howry offered the following Resolution, which was adopted : 

Resolved, That the forezoinz Resolution, offered. by Companion Konperl, be referred to à 
Select Committee of Three, to report thereon, at the next Grand Annual Couvecation, 

The M. E. Grand High Priest uppointed Companions Howry, Brooke and 
Kopperl, on said Committee. 

The Cominittec on Appeals made their Report, which was received. [See 

, 

Reports—luetter Q.] 

Companion Kooper] offered the following Resolution, which was adopted : 

Resolved, That the Subordinate Chapters be required to procure proper Seals, and that no 
Proxy, or Certificate o£. Representation be recognized by this Grand Chapter, unless the same 
is attested by the Feeretary of the Chapter issuing the same, and the Seal of the Chapter 
attixed thereto. 

Companion Webb proposed to amend, by striking out the latter clause, but 
the amendment was lost. 

When the motion of Companion Brooke, to lay on the table, was adopted. 


On motion of Companion Lampkin, the Report of the Committee on Ac- 
counts was received ind agreed to. 

Companion Kopperl offered the following Resolution, which was adopted : 

Resolved, What the Grand Secretary be required to have appended to the printed Proceed- 
ings, all the Perm ment * kules and Regulations” of this Grand Chapter, now in force, 
together with the Constitutions of both the State Grand Chapter, and the General Grand 
Chapter of the United States. 

Companion Alexander oftered the following Resolution, which was adopted : 

Resolved, That the thanks of this Grand Chapter be, and they are hereby tendered to our 
Past M. E. Grand High Priest, William S. Patton, and his Associates in Office, for the able, 
impartial and digniüed manner in which they have discharged their respective duties. 

The Committe: on Returns of Sabordinate Chapters made a further report, 
which, on motion of Companion Purdom, was received and adopted. [Sec 
Reports—Letter R.] 
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REPORTS OF COMMITTEES. 


* 
EXALTATION OF A MASTER MASON, A.J 
Po the Grand Royal Arch Chapter af the State uf Mississippi: 

The Committee appointed to take into consideration the exaltation of å Master Mason, 
who had been rejected by a Chapter, have investigated that matter, and have learned, that a 
reputable Baptist clergyman, the Rey. A. M. MeKenzie, a traveling Missionary Agent, 
applied for the Chapter Degrees to Amite Chapter, No. 42, under the belief that said degrees 
would be, (as they are sometimes done,) conferred on him GRATIS ; and that owing toa mis- 
understanding on that subject, he was rejected ;—that said Brother McKenzie did not know 
that he had been rejeeted, as he waus oniy informel that he could not obtain the degrees 
gratis; that in this state of faets, he applied to Lexington Chapter for the degrees, and 
received the two degrees of Mark and Past Master there, and trom Lexington, went to Mt. 
Carmel Chanter, without knowing that he had ever been rejected, which Chapter obtained 
from the M. E. Grand iHeh Priest a Dixpensation to confer on him, the other degrees, viz: 
Most Excellent Master and Royal Areh. 

It appears, therefore, ihat all the parties to this transaction from first to last, aeted in 
good faith; that no Chapter engaged 1n conferring these degrees, intended to infringe the 
authority of another Chapter; that the Brother rejected, and atterwards exalted, was not 
aware of his rejection; and that the M. E. Grand High Priest exereised all proper discretion 
And vigilanee in the discharge of his duties. 

Your Committee are of opinion, that there is no Masonic law known to them, which ean 
reach the case; and they, therefore, ask to be excused from its further consideration. 

Respectfully submitted, 
W. CAREY CRANE, 
J. H. Horns, 
War. P. MELLEN, 
Committee. 


ON DINPENSATIONS. [ B.j 

The Committee on Chapters under Dispensations, beg leave to report, that they have 
«arefully examined the Proceedings of Panola, Shoeboota, W arren, Currollville and Mt. 
Salus Chapters, and tind them generally correct. 

In the Proceedings ot Mt. Salas Chapter, your Committee observe, that the candidates 
were elected instanter, without their petitions being referred to å Comunittee. This practice 
they disapprove, and recommend that it he discontinued in all Chapters in which it is 
pursued. 

In the Proceedings and Returns of Warren ( hapter, your Committee find an election and 
installation of Officers, and the admission and dimission of members, and. that they have 
reported the persons exalted as members of the Chapter. The proceedings your Committee 
believe to be irregular, and recommend that the Returns be corrected, and that the charge 
ot fifty cents for each member reported, be stricken out. 

Your Committee recommend. that the name of said Chapter be changed trom Warren to 
that of Wright, as prayed tor by said Chapter. 

Your Committee find in the Proceedings of Shoeboota Chapter, too much tautology, and 
would advise more eonciseness in their Minutes. 

Allowance should be made in. the organization of new Chapters, for many errors which 
they commit, owing to the faet, that it is difficult to get proper instruction from well- 
informed brethren. 

Your Committee recommend that Charters issue to said Chapters. They also recommend 
that a Duplicate be issued to Columbus Chapter, No. 4, and Wayne Chapter, No. 24. 
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The Memorial from certain Companions, praying for a Dispensation for a Chapter at 
Looxahoma, your Committe would respeetfilly recommend, that it be referred to the M. E 
Grand High Priest, to be acted on according to his diseretion. The reason your Committee 
make this referenee is, that they are informed that some of the petitioners are officers ot 
other Chapters, and that they may correet their irrcgukunty, and obtain their Dispensations 
at a future time. Respectfully submitted, 

James M. Howry, Chairman, 

HR. W. T. DANIEL, 

BS. Evans, 

R. G. STEELE, 

B. N. ALEXANDER, 
Committee. 


DE WITT CLINTON CHAPTER. C.i 


To the M. E. Grand “Chapter of the State of Mississippi: 


The Committee te whom was referred the communication of the M. E. Grand High Priest 
and Scribe of DeWitt Clinton Chapter, No. 12, respeettully report, that they tind among the 
Proceedings of the last Grand Annual Convocation of this Grand Chapter, the following 
Resolution, which was unanimously adopted : 


c Resolved, That should any Royal Arch Mason within this juvisdiction, so far forget 
himself as to become intoxieated, it shall be the duty of the first three Officers, or any 
member of the Chapter of which he is a member, or to whieh he is subordinate, to put such 
Companion on his “rial for such offence ; and on convielion for the first offence, he shall be 
reprimanded or suspended, as in the judgment of such Chapter may be deemed right and 
proper, and for the second offence, he shall be suspended for a definite or indefinite time, or 
expelled." 


Your Committee are, therefore of the opinion, that tho M. V. High Priest, as the presiding 
Officer of De Witt Clinton Chapter, No. 12, should have ruled. the motion to dismiss the 
charges against the offending Companion, as not in order, and that it is imperative upon the 
Subordinate Chapters, upon a conviction of any Companion tor drunkenness, to reprimand 
or suspend him. tespeetfully submitted, 

[as Gre TUPPER, 

W. BROOKE, 

CHARLES SCOTT, 
Committee. 


TRIALS OF COMPANIONS. {D} 


The Committee to whom was referred the Resolution offered. by Companion Brooke, in 
reference to Masor ie trials of Companions who stand charged with offences in courts of law, 
have had the same under consideration, and deeming some legislation on the subject neces- 
sary, beg leave to report the following r solution as a substitute for the one referred : 


^ Resolved, As meot the Permanent Regulations of this Grand Chapter, that when a 
Companion stands charged in any of the courts of this State with an offence against the 
eriminalor penal laws, no trial of the same offence ean be had in a Subordinate Chapter, 
until atter a final disposition of the case in said court of law. But in the meantime, the 
Chapter under the jurisdiction of which the Companion resides, may temporarily suspend 
him from Royal Arch Masonic intercourse and privileges until final trial at law. But should 
such Chapter refuse to suspend him, he remains entitled to all sueh Masonic rights." 

Respeetfully submitted, 
WALKER Brooker, Chairman. 


COMMUPT Ei; ON CREDENTIALS.  fE.J 


The Committee on Credentials beg leave to report, that they have examined the Returns 
of Magnolia Chapter, No. 7, and find the following Companions entitled to seats in this M. 
E. Grand Body, to-wit: A. L. MeKay, G. J. Hulme, J. P. Martin. 

tespectfully submitted. 
WM. R. CANNON, 
W. CAREY CRANE, 
DANIEL ROSSER, 
CHas, KOPPERL, 
Committee. 


ON UNFINISHED BUSINESS,  |F.j 


The Committee on Unfinished Business beg leave to report, that after a careful examina- 
tion of the Minutes of the last Grand Annual Convocation, they find, on page 37 of said 
Proceedings, the following inquiry, to-wit: 

* Init proper or Masonic, and consistent with the ancient regulations of Masonry, tor a 
member of a Chapter te dimit, except in ease of removal from the vicinity of the Chapter 
of which he is a member, or tor the purpose of joining another Chapter?” 

And on page 39, the following, to-wit : 

Resolved, That the Committee on dimitting members have leave to sit after the adjourn- 
ment of this Grand Body, and report at the next Grand Annual Convoeation ;" which is 
hereby presented as worthy the attention of this Grand Body. ' 

Also, on page 47, they find the following, to-wit: 

* Resolved, That the Constitution of the Grand Chapter be amended as follows: In the 6th 
Article, strike out two dollars for evory thirty miles going to and returning from the Grand 
Chapter, and two dollars à day tor each day's attendance on the same; and insert therein, 
three dollars for every thirty miles travel going to and returning trom the Grand Chapter, 
and three dollars a day tor each day's attendance on the same;” the disposition of which 
amendment is hereby presented for the consideration of this M. E. Grand Body. 

AU ot which is respectfully submitted. 
Wm. R. CANNON, 
R. P. Jones, 
D. J. BROWN. 


ON BY-LAWS.  (6G.j 
To the Grand Royal Arch Chapter of Mississippi : 

The Committee on By-Laws would most respectfully beg leave to make the following 
Report: l 

They have examined the By-Laws of Patton, Union, Mt. Salus and Wright Chaprer, and: 
find the same generally correct. 

They would recommend the alteration of the 9th section of Article I, of the By-Laws ot 
Union Chapter, so as to give the power of opening the Chapter te the three principal officers 
ONLY, or to some Past M. E. High Priest. 

Your Committee would also recommend the substitution of JANITOR for GUARD, where 
the same appears in the By-Laws of Wright Chapter. 

Your Committee also object to the 5th section of Art. VII of said By-Laws, which allows: 
an appeal from the decision of the High Priest of the Chapter, on any question, and recom- 
mend that the same be rejected, inasmuch as your Committee believe an sppeal trom the 
decision of the High Priest eontrary to Masonie Law. 

All of which is respectfully submitted. l 
: Joun H. Hoksk, 
F. C. MERCER, 
S. Evans. 


ON CREDENTIALS. (H3 


The Committee on Credentials deg leave to report, that they have examined additiunat 
Returns, and tind the following Companions entitled to seats in this M. E. Grand Rody, viz: 
R.J. Jones. W. IE. Ki patrick, J. W, Drake, and R. R. Webb, proxy for High Priest, King 
and Seribe, Shields Chapter, No. i8: William Hyer, George. IK. Birchett, C. A. Manlove, 
Vieksbure Chapter, No. 3. 

All which is vespeet fully submitted. 
Ww. B. CANNON, 
DANTEL ROSSER, 
TP.. CARETON, 
W. CAREY CRANE, 
CHARGES KOPPERL. 


COMMITTEE ON ACCOUNTS, iL: 


Vo (he ME. Grand Che pler of the State of. Mississippi: 
The Committee on Accounts have examined the following claims against the Grand Cha b^ 
ter, and find them correct, and recommend that they be allowed and paid: 


THR GRAND CHAPTER or MISSISSIPPI 


To L. JULIENNE, Dr. 
For making ! Minute Record, extra finish..... Se ANG EEE e E eS S20 OG 
To R. MeINNIS, G. Keevy 
For amount due bim, os per Account rendered... ccccssceecveccceeceeectsecesunee e SBA 43 
R. McCINNIS, Grand Secretary, 
1355. In Account with Grand Chapter of Mississippi: 
Jan. 8. For this amount received for Bureka Dispensation......ce.cceueceeeeoe eee R00 00 
63 å d Lexington Chapter, No. 9, dues........2.....-61 50 
n i n DeWitt Clinton © — 5€ 124 3*2 225s OO 00 
i ii " Clinton "e EE AE OE PE mW 
så "n ti Bay Nt. Louis MEL c MEE 
L = 8 Columbus Å ED TER mre OU 
p d s Quitman ORE GE Gr eu QN OG 
sn M 8s Euphemia SS a E E A L 


CR. 
By this amount for tees, &e.......lslsen. EESTE Ft 20 E113 43 
UO paid Grand Treasurer, per voucher... ccc. cece ae 200 07—-—— $322 50 
R. McIENNIS, Grand Secretary. 
L. V. Dixon, Grand Treasurer, 
1854. In account with the Grand Chapter of Mississippi: Dr. 
Jan. lt. For this amount on hand as per last Beport..,....... eae eee eere ee OO NOLL GÅ 
185. CR. 
July 5. By this saum paid True Witness offiee, for printing, &e.....8231 00 
Jan. 14. Bees of Grand Treasurer, as per vresolution....... iL. aa 7) 00——— 8306 00 
Jackson, Jan. 1, 1854, SR 64 
L. V. Drxon, Grand Treasurer. 
To A. D. Evans, Grand Janitor. 
For amount account for services, as per aecount rendered... ....iiu... cht eh weave seer ee R00 OG 
To WILLIAM J. Brown, 
For amount his aceount tor Stationery, &e..... EE EEE ee eek E Un 


Å. W. LAMPKIN, 
R. G. STELE, 
H. M. HOBSON, 


RETURNS OF SUBORDINATE CHAPTERS. [J.j 
Lo the Grand Royal Arch Chapter of the Stute of. Mississippi : 
The undersigned Committee on Returns of Subordinate Chapters, respectfully beg leave 


to Report, that they have exainined the Returns of the following named Chapters, and find 
them correct, to wit: 

Vicksburg Chapter, No. 3; Euphemia, No. 13; Wm. H. Wilkinson, No. 16; Vernon, 19; 
Raymond, No. 22: Wayne, No. 24; Paulding, No. 26; Decatur, No. 3l; Lafayette, No. 33; 
Neshoba, No. 34; Union, No. 37: Enterprise, No. 45 ; Camargo, No. 47 ; Goo. Washington, 
No. 51; Bay St. Louis, No. 54: Bethesda, No. 55; "hoebootu, U. D. 

The Returns of the following named Chapters are found to be incorrect, to wit: 

Natchez Chapter, No. 1, returns 49 members when it shoullbe48. Excess ot dues 50 cents, 

Clinton, No. 2, returns 31 members: it should be 34: deficit in dues, $1 50. 

Columbus, No. 4, returns 44 members: it should be 43: exeess of dues 50 cents, 

Jackson, No. 6, returns 39 members: it should be 38: excess of dues 50 cents. 

Yazoo, No. 8, returns 23 members ; whereas, a rigid scrutiny convinees your Committee 
that 34 should have been returned as members, or otherwise accounted tor. There is, CONSC- 
quently, your Comittee ventures to say, a deficiency in the dues of said Chapter, of &5 50, 

Lexington, No. 9, returns 59 members : it should be 60: deficit in dues, 50 cents. 

DeWitt Clinton, No. 12. — Upon a taithtul comparison of the present Returns with those 
of last year, in connection with the Report of the Committee on Subordinate Chapters, at 
that time, we are convineed that said Chapter should have returned 59 members instead of 
48, leaving a deficit ot dues reported, of %5 50, 

Carrollton, No. 15, returns 19 members, when it should be 23: defieit of 82. 

Gallatin, No. 17, returns 49 members, when it should be 50: a deticit of 50 cents. 

Kosciusko, No. 20. —The Returns of this Chapter, both at this time, and at the last Con- 
vocation of this Grand Body, contain, in the Roll of Members, the names of dece: sed, 
dimitted, and suspended Companions: in view of which, your Committee venture to recom- 
mend the appointment of a Special Committee in the premises, 

Quitman, No. 21, returns 49 members instead of 48: exeess of dues, 50 cents. 

Houston, No. 23, returns 42 members: it should be 44: deficit in dues of 50 cents, 

Marion, No. 25, returns 36 members : it should be 35: excess of dues, 50 cents, 

Walker, No. 28, returns 33 members: it should be 35 : deficiency in dues returned, &1. 

Washington, No. 29, returns 34 members: it should be 33: excess ot dues, 50 cents. 

Shongalo, No. 30, returns 36 members: it should be 34: excess of dues returned, $1. This 
error originates by inserting the names of two of the Officers in the Roll of Members. 

Charles Scott, No. 35, returns 37 members : it should be 44: deficit of dues $3 50. 

Spring Ridge, No. 41, returns 26 members: it should be 28: deficiency of dues, $1. 

Marshall, No. 40, returns 36 members: it 3hould be 34: excess of dues, $1. 

Ripley, No. 48, returns 31 instead of 34 members, the correct number : deficit, $1 50. 

New Albany, No. 49, returns 28 members: it should be 24: exeess of dues, $2, 

Mt. Carmel, No. 50, returns 32, but it should be 35 members : deficiency of dues, 81 56 

*Palo Alto, No. 53, returns 44 members: it should be 42: excess of dues, $1. 

Magnolia, No. 7, returns 33 members: it should be 31: deficit in dues, 50 cents, 


Shields, No. 18, in making the last three Annual Returns to the present Convocation ot 
this Grand Chapter, commits the following errors, to wit: 


*The Committee report Palo Alto Chapter, No. 53, as having the same number with Geo. 
Washington, No. 51, and recommend that it should be remedied. This is an error occasioned 
by the Secretary of said Chapter. It is number 53 in the Charter, and should have been so 
returned. s Gr. Sec. 
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In the first Return, by reporting 25 members, when it should have been 31. In the second, 
07 jnstend of 29: and in the last Return, 26 i lieu of 36, the correct number of members, 
making in the ageregite, å defierenev of dues of 26. 

All ot which is respeettully subuutted, 
W. Å. PERDOM, 
dO B. STAMPS, 
K. HAND, 
O. M. OLIYER, 
D.S. COMFORT, 
B. D. HARVEY- 


ON DUBLLING. iK 


lo the M. E. Royal Areh Chapter of Mississippi: 

The Committee to whom was veterred so much ef the Address ot the M. b. Grand High 
Priest as relates to the subject of Duelling, have bad the same under consideration, and 
would beg leave to make the following Report : 


Your Committers regret that they have not been able to find this subject treated by any ot 
our Grand Bodies. We are advised that the Grand Lodge of California have recently had 
this subject before them: but what their precise action was, your ( ‘onmmittee are not advised, 
except, that they deem the practice, in the highest degree, unmiuasonie. The practice of 
Duelling, your Committee regard, as being cantrary to the spirit of Royal Areh Masonry, 
and should not be tolerated. It is ealenlated to bring reproach upon our time-honored 
Institution: alleivil aid religious organizations reprobate it, in the strongest terms, and we 
ean see no reason who it Should be tolevated among Royal Arch Masons, We regard it as 
being contrary to the spirit of the age in which we live; against all laws, both human and 
Divine: «we know that the Press. the Pulpit, and a refined sentiment are, and have been 
wielded against this barbarous practice, yet we find men who stand high in publie estima- 
tion, from mistaken notions of honor, are ready to challenge their fellow-men to mortal 
combat, forgetting all law, both human and Divine. We have never known a duel that 
could not have beer honorably avoided. We think one of the * cardinal virtues" ix, to 
subdue our passions, and that Masons should not return ^ railing tor railing,” but should 
each endeavor to obe the Jaws laid down by the Supreme Architect of the Universe; and 
that no Mason should be engaged, either as principal or second, in any duel, But when 
Masons, who have eommuned together, should so far forget themselves. their obligations 
and ties which should bind them together, as to be engaged in å duel with one another, we 
know of no language of condemnation too strong to be passed upon them. 


Your Committee would therefore recommend the adoption ot the following resolutions : 


Ist. Resolved, That Dueling iz uninasonic, and should not be tolerated among Royal 
Areh Masons. 

24. Resolved, That should any Royal Arch Mason within this jurisdiction, so far forget 
his Masonic duties as to give, receive, accept or. bear, a challenge to fight a duel, such Royal 
Areh Mason should, at once, he cited before the Chapter of which he isa member, or to 
whieh he may be subordinate, for trial; and on conviction, should be reprimanded, suspended 
or expelled, as shall seen to such Chapter to comport with the spirit of Masonry. 

3d. Resolved, That should one Royal Arch Mason challenge another to fight a duel, such 
Royal Arch Mason s 10uld, on conviction, be at once expelled trom the Chapter of which he 
is a member, or to w iieh. he may be subordinate; and that the same rule should apply to 
any Royal Arch Mason who should accept, bear, or challenge, or fight a duel with one who 
is not a Royal Arch Mason. 

tth. Resolved, That it is hereby declared to be the duty of the Officers of any Chapter 
within this jurisdiet.on, on hearing of a violation of any of the foregoing Resolutions, by 
Royal Arch Masons, or by a Royal Arch Mason, to summon such Mason or Masons before 
the Chapter, aud on conviction, Intlict the punishment herein provided: aud should the 
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“thicers of any Chapter within this jurisdiction fail, or refuse to eomply with these regula- 
tions, such Chapter shall merit and ineur the displeasure of this Grand Chapter, and shall 
be subject to the infliction of such punishment as this Grand Chapter shall deem right and 
proper, even to a forfeiture of Charter and suspension trom the rights of R. A. Masonry. 
All of which is respectfully submitted. 

D. J. Brown, 

W. R. LACKEY, 

JAMES B. LEWIS, 

Committee. 


[Ki - CONTINUED. 

The Committee to who was referred the Report of the Committee on the subject of 
Duelling, as amended, bee leave to make the following Repert: Trat they have had the 
same under consideration, and recommend the adoption of the following resolution. 

Resolved, That Duelling is unmasonic, and therefore should not he tolerated among Royal 
Arch Masons. D. J. Brown, 

W. R. LACKEY, 
Jas. S. LEWIS, 
= T. C. TUPPER, 
R. R. WEBB, 
Committee, 


AL E. GRAND HIGH PREES PR ADDRESS. [12] 


The Committee to whom was referred that portion of the M. E. Grand High Priests. Ad- 
dress, not otherwise referred, beg leave to report, that they have had the same under consid- 
eration, and now report, that they find nothing requiring any action on the part of this 
Committee, further than to recommend the issuing of a Duplicate Charter to Bipley Chapter 
No. 48, and the publishing the Address with the Minutes of the present Grand Annual Con- 
vocation. Respectfully submitted. 

D. YANDELL, 

E. F. McGnuen, 

J. IL Horner, 
Committee, 


PETITIONS FROM ROYAL ARCH MASONS, M.) 
Po the M. E. Royal Arek Chapter of Mississippi : 

The Committee appoivted to take into consideration the subject of petitions from Roya 
Arch Masons, praying for Dispensations for the institution of Chapters, which petitions are 
igned by Companions who have not dimitted for that purpose, beg leave to report, that 
jiwing considered the subject, they regard sueh 2 course as productive of confusion among 
the Chapters of this jurisdiction, and oftentinies iuduemg a confliet among otficers of neigh- 
boring Chapters, and therefore submit the following: resolution : 
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Resolved, That the M. E.G. High Priest he instructed to grant no Dispensation for the 
institution of any new Chapter, the petitioners for which have not dimitted for that pur- 
pose, from the Chapter or Chapters to which they belonged, and farvweurded their Dimits with 
their petitions. Respectfully submitted, 

W. Carty CRANE, 

D. N. ALEXANDER, 

C. KOPPERL, 

A. W. T. DANIEL, 

WILLIAM HYER, 
Committee. 
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RESOLUTION ABOVE, AS AMENDED. [AL] 


Resolved, That the 21. E. Grand High Priest be instructed to grant no Dispensation foc 
the institution of any new Chapter, the petitioners for which have not PREVIOUSLY aimaittec 
from the Chapter or Chapters to which they had belonged, and forwarded their dimits witl. 
their petitions. Hespeetfuliy gabreitteo, 

AV. CAREY CRANE, 

D. N. ALEXANDER, 

CHARLES ICOvPERL, 

HR. W. P, DANIEL, 

WirnLrAw HYER, 
Committee. 


ON CREDENTIALS. — [NG 
The Committee om ^ 1edcutials bee leave to make the following further Report: That 
they have examined the Returns from the fol lowing Chaptors, and find the following Com- 
panions entitled to seats in this Giraud Bos 
Carthage er No, 46.--John Å. Hum IL P. Green Allen, K. ; J. M. Hooker, S, 
Willsbore’, No. 43. John W. Wottord, HZ :+ Wm. M. Christfun, Ke C iren s Boyd, 5 
Nulehez. No. |. eR. MeInuis, proxy for AX. E Kendrick, IE P. 
Bespeettuily stubraittod, 
C. KorbPERL, 
D. ROSSER. 


RETURNS OF KOSCIUSKO. [Q.j 

The Commitice to whom were referred the Returns of Kosciusko Chapter, No. 20, beg 
leave to subinit the tollowing Report: ‘Phat they have eavefully examine 4 the Returns ot 
said Chapter, and find that atter deducting the numos of dead, suspended and dimitted : 
members, that the trie nuniber should be 49, instead of od, as el, and therefore recom- 
mend the adoption e the following resolution : 

Resolved, That in Neu ot the execsa, reported. by the Cemunittee on the Returns of Subor- 
lingte Chapters, thet said Chapter is entitled toa credit of x2 50, making the true amount 
of dues, at this time. 390 30, instead of $35 00, as reporte I by said Committee. 


CODE OS RULES. EP. 

The Committee appointed to dratt a Cede o£ Rules for the government of Sabordinats 
Chapters in the triads ef offending inemnbis, beg leave to submit the following Report: 

Be it ordered and ordained by the Grand Chapter of the Siate of Mississippi te 

1. There shall be s by "he Grand Council of each ind every Subonlinate Chapter 
in this Etate, a Sending Counnittes, to consist of at loust five, to be styled, The Conumit- 
tee on Complaints aid Offences,” lew duty it shall be to take cognizance of all offences 

] 

against the laws ot Musonry, which may come to their knowledge, either frora their own 
observation, rumor, or tho iuioziatien of a unmgpenion ov Couipanions; and said Commit- 
tee, When any offence shall so eon to their knowledge, “Teal, without delay, investigate the 


same; endif they think it ot suieient importance, shall report to the Chapter at å regular 
meeting, with the charges anl specications set forth in ruil 

9 "Phe Seeretary shall, iminediately atter such Report, issue a citation against the Com- 
panien or Companions 40 charged, citing him or them to appear before the Chapter at its 
regular Communication, then and there to answer the charge or charges oretorred, as afore- 
said, which citatio : shall be served af least ten days before said meeting 

3. Ali complaints by one Companion against another shall be laid before said Committe, 
whose duty it shall be to investigate the same, and report, as aforesaid; and no compipints 
shall be heard by the Chapter, until so reported upon. 
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i. That until the next Coramunication of this Grand Chapter, the Subordinate Chapters 
shall make such rules and regulations for the eonductin 8 of trials, the procuring of evidence, 
&e., as they may think best conducive to the ends of justice. 

9. That the Grand Secretary shall provide cach Subordinate Chapter with a copy of the 
foregoing, immediately after the adjournment of this Grand Body. 


ON APPEALS. [Q.] 
To the M. E. Grand Chapter of the State Of Mississippi: 

The Committee on Appeals beg leave to report, that no appeal having come betore them, 
they infer that brotherly love prevails, and the moral and social virtues cement the Royal 
Arch Fraternity of Mississippi. 

Respectfully submitted. 
R. W. T. DANIEL, 
J. C. WARREN, 
Wa. R. Lackey, 
Jommmittee. 


ON RETURNS OF SUBORDINATE CHAPTERS. ( R.] 

The Committee on Returns of Subordinate Chapters, beg leave to make the following 
additional Report, to wit: That they have examined the Returns made by Hillsboro! Chap- 
ter, No. 43, and find them too imperfect to justify ans definite Report, there being no dues 
admitted, but reporting sixteen members and no * Exaltations;" 

They have also examined the Returns from Cartha ze Chapter, No. 46, and Patton Chap- 
ter, No. 52, which your Committee have tho pleasure to report correet. 

All of which is respectfully submitted. 
W. A. Purpom, 
E. H. HAND, 
O. M. OLIVER, 
J. B. STAMPS, 
ii. B. Harvey, 
D. 5. COMFORT, 


Companion Lackey offered the following Resolution, which was adopted : 

Resolved, That this Grand Chapter do now close, to meet again on the second Monday in 
January, 1856. 

Whereupon, the Grand Chapter of the State of Mississippi was elosed in 
due and ample form, after the “Throne of Grace" had been addressed by our 
Most Rev. Companion Wm. Hyer. 

WILLIAM R. CANNON, Grand High Priest. 

R. W. T. DANIEL, G. Secretary. 


(By a resoiution adopted at the last Grand Annual Convocation, the Grand Neeretary and 
Grand Treasurer are required to make their respective Reports on or before the second day 
ot each Grand Convocation. 

In accordance with said resolution, the account in full, of the Grand Secretary and Grand 
Treasurer wil be presented, on the 1st day of the next Grand Convocation, examined and 
embodied in the printed Proceedings of that Grand Convocation.—Gnr. SEc.] 
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PERMANENT RULES AND REGULATIONS 
GRAND 2. A. er e MISSISSIPPI. 


In force, January, A. L 2850. 


| That the Constitation of che General Grand Chapter of the United 
e 


States, be published at length, as sn Appendix fo the Proceedings of the 


Grand Chapter. Adopted January, 18477 See I Proceedings, page 6. 


3. That the only persons entitied to vote in this Grand Chapter, are the 
fellow ix cere and Officers, to wit: The Grand Officers elected at the 


preceding ee to wit: Grand High Priest, Deputy Grand High 
Priest, Grand Kie, Grand Serie, Grand Se: Grand Treasurer, Grand 


m? 


Chuninin, Grand Marshal, and the 15 ch Priests, Kings and Scribes of Subor- 
dinate Chapters, or their proxies, and also aa Past Grand High Priests, Past 
£O rand Seribes, [Adopted, 1847—payge 11. 


4. That no Companion can be clected to any office in this Grand Chapter, 


EN HUE TB 
Grund Kings, 1: 


Su 


unless he be a member theres? 184 7—- page 13.1 
o. That the juvisdietional biaits of 6 acl Subordinate Chapter in this Stat 


shall be bounded brua line running eqi-distant between it ond the nearest 
Chapter: nud no Master afasou Vall be allowed to receive fhe Chapter De- 
grees in any Chepter, other than thug jn whose jurisdictional limits he may 
resido, C with the excommendetion of his ssid Charter, [1347 —-p. 14.] 


6. "Phat in the opinion o£. this Grand Chapter, it is irregular und naproper 


for å i anollher Birte to confer Degrees upon Brethren residing in 
this State, without the mpecial cou enb of the Chapter wii hin the jurisdiction 
of which such Brethren may reside. [1847—p. 14.] 

~ That the Grand Secretary be, and ix hereby authorized to purchase any 
stationery that may be required for the use of this Grand Chapter. [1547— 
page 17.] 

S. That tho Representatives of this Grand Chapter shall wear tue appro- 
priate jewels of their oifice white ihe Grand Chapter is in session.  [l5848— 
puse zd] 

0. That, Temperance being one of the " Cardinal Virtacs" in the Seicnec 
or Art of Free Masonry, it shoull be strictly enjoined upon ali the members 
of the Craft; und it is quiche declared as the sense of the Grand Chapter, 
that the rules and principles of the Order impose it asa duty wpon the officers 
of Chapters to caution, advise, renons strate, reprimaud, in che is instante, 
any Companion who shall become intemperate or Inunor a in his habits; and 
if necessary, Upon due sumnwns and examination, suspend or n by and 
with the Constitutional advice and consent of the Gin r under whose juris- 


diction such Companion may be. 
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10. That Companions and the Craft generally, be urged to a more active 
und vigorous discharge of their duties, so that no reproach or dishonor may 
be brought upon our Ancient Institution. 

11. That should a Companion Royal Arch Maxon be expelled or suspended 
by a Blue Lodge, he is therefore expelled or suspended, as the case may be, 
from Royal Arch Masonry, us soon as authentic information is made of the 
fact; and should he be afterwards restored to the rights and privileges of a 
Master Mason, he is thereby restored to the rights and privileges of a 
Royal Arch Mason by virtue of his restoration to the character of a Master 
Mason in good standing. 

I2. That the issuance of a Charter, or the approval of the Proceedings of 
a Chapter U. D., and the directing of the issuance of a Charter to said Chap- 
ter, does authorize such Chapter to be represented in said Grand Chapter, and 
such representatives shall be members thereof before the installation. [1850 
page 9.] 


15. That hereafter, nothing shall be received into the Treasury of this 
Grand Chapter for dues of Subordinate Chapters, but gold and silver, or its 
equivalent. 

14. That Chapters U. D. shall not be subject to the payment of any dues, 
other than those of Exaltation. 

15. That it is the opinion of this Grand Chapter, that it is unconstitu- 
tional for any R. A. Si. to give lectures, for pay unless duly authorized by 
the G. Chapter. 

16. That the Grand Secretary be authorized and requested to prepay the 
postage on all documents forwarded by him, to the Subordinate Chapters, and 
that he be authorized to draw on the Treasury for the money to pay the same. 

17. That as the sense of this Grand Chapter, when a Companion is sus- 
pended or expelled by a Subordinate Chapter, and takes an appeal from the 
sentence thereof, the term of his suspension or expulsion shall commence 
from the time of the rendition of the sentence in the Subordinate Chapter. 

IN. That the M. i. G. iL. Priest, Grand Secretary and Grand Treasurer, 
be appointed a Standing Committee on Foreign Correspondence. 

19. That this Grand Chapter udvise all Royal Arch Masons within its 
jurisdiction, not to receive the Council degrees—those of Royal and Select 
Master, except from a legally constituted Council. 

20. That all the Grand Officers of this Grand Chapter, shall be entitled to 
the sume compensation for zi ttendauce on this body, as the Representatives of 
Chapters, provided they are not tbe Representatives of the Subordinate 
Chapters. 

21. That every Companion who may have been “exalted” in any Subor- 
ordinate Chapter in this State, shall be held toa member of the same, until 
he shall have regularly demitted, and that all Subordinate Chapters within 
the jurisdiction of this Grand Chapter, be instructed to make their By-Laws 
conform to the above Resolution. 
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23. That in th» opinion of this Grand Chapter, it is the duty of Subordi- 
nate Chapters, before recommending petitioners for a Dispensation to confer 
the Chapter Deerces, to be satisfied, thoroughly, that some one of the petition- 
ers is well versed in the ritual and work appertaining to said degrees; and 
that such individual shall receive the work and lectures laid down by the G. 
G. Chapter of the United States, and no other work be received. [1855— 
pages 45, 44..] 

25. That no Subordinate Chapter under the jurisdiction of this Grand 
Chapter, shall coufer the Degrees upon an applicant within the jurisdiction 
of another Chapter, without the unanimous request of the Chapter within 
whose jurisdiction. the candidate imao reside ; and should any Chapter violate 
this regulation, said Chapter shall forteit the fees of said candidate to the 
agericved Chapter, and incur such additional penalty as the Grand Chapter 
may inflict. [IS53—page 5L] 

24. That the appliention to a Subordinate Chapter for permission to take 
the Chapter Degrees in another Chapter, shall take the same course as a peti- 
tion for the Degrees, as fares the lying over till the next regular mecting of 
the Chapter applied te. [1852 


25. That it sl: ll not be lawful for any Chapter U. D. to receive petitions 


page 51. | 


and act upon them at one and. the same meeting, except in cases of extreme 
emergency, Which emergency shall be made manifest in their Minutes, under 
the penalty of withholding the Charter. 

26. That no High Priest, King or Scribe, has the right to appoint a proxy 
to represent him in this Grand Chapter, where he or they are present in the 
Grand Chapter in person, and taking part in its deliberations.  [1895—p. 15.] 

27. That it is the opinion of this Grand Chapter, that in case of tho death 
or absence of the Most Excellent Grand High Priest, the Deputy Grand High 
Priest should fill his place, and assume the duties of Grand High Priest. 
[1853—page 9»5.] 

28. That the Subordinate Chapters under the jurisdiction of this Grand 
Chapter shall not be authorized to confer the Degrees on an applicant for said 
Degrees, who has been elected, after the expiration of six months from his 
election, without a second ballot. 

20. That all Delewates from Chapters U. D., sholl be paid mileage and per 
diem: Provided, That but one Delegate be entitled to receive such compen- 
sation; and that no Delegate shall receive out of the funds of the Grand 
Chapter, a larger sum than that paid in at the same meeting, as annual dues. 
[1859 


30. That the most practicable laud route shall be the criterion in estima- 


page 63. |] 


ting the distance from each Subordinate Chapter to the place at which the 
Grand Annual Convocation may be holden. [1854—page 59.] . 
39. That it shall be the duty of the Grand Secretary and Grand Treasurer 


to make their Reports on or before the second day of each Annual Communi- 
cation of this Grand Chapter. [1854—pagoe 32. ] 


83. That Drunkenness is unmasonic, and should not be tolerated by Royal 
Arch Masons. [1854—pive 32.] 


94. That the Grand Secretary be required to furnish two copies of blank 
Annual Returns to every Subordinate Chapter in this jurisdiction, a sufficient 
time before the Grand Annual Convocaticns of this Grand Body. [1854— 
page 98.] 


99. That no Companion shall be permitted to speak more than once on any 


subject, without the permission of the Grand Chapter. [1854 


page 39.] 


86. That the Grand Treasurer of this Grand Chapter be allowed two and 
one-half per cent on all monies he may disburse on account of this Grand 
Chapter. [1854—page 40.] 
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91. That the practice of employing Royal Arch Masons as substitutes for 
candidates in classes for “ exaltation,” is not approved by this Grand Chapter, 
which recommends to the Subordinate Chapters under its jurisdiction to 


abstain from said practice. [1854—page 41.] 


98. That in addition to the sum of two dollars per day and two dollars for 
every thirty miles’ travel, the sum of one dollar per day and one dollar for 
every thirty miles’ travel be allowed, and paid to the members of this Grand 
Chapter. [1854—page 49.] 

99. That all Past and Grand Officers who may be in attendance on the 
Grand Chapters, be entitled to and receive the same per diem as the present 
Grand Officers : Provided, They are not Representatives of Subordinate Chap- 
ters at the same time. [1954— page 49.] 


40. “No Royal Arch Mason within the jurisdiction of the G. G. Chapter, 
shall be permitted to confer any Degree in Masonry, not recognized as a Con- 
stitutional Degree; nor to establish any Society of Masons, not recognized as 
a Constitutional Body: and the first four Officers of the General Grand Chag- 
ter, or any three of them, shall, in all cases, have authority to decide all Con- 
stitutional questions under this section; nor shall any Royal Arch Mason be 
permitted to give Lectures, or instruction on the several Degrees of Masonry, 
conferred by, or under authority of the General Grand Chapter, unless he or 
they shall have been duly authorized by two of the State Grand Officers ; 
which authority shall be wiven under thcir hands and the Seal of the State 
Grand Chapter, attested by their Grand Secretary.” 


Resolved, In the construction of this Grand Chapter, the above Article ot 
the Constitution of the General Grand Chapter does not pronibit Royal Arch 
Masons, who are not Professional Lecturers, from * dispensing the true light 
of Masonry,” by Lectures or otherwise, without special permission of the 
Grand Officers. [1855—page 121.] 

41. No Dispensution or Charter for the institution of a new Chapter ot 
Royal Arch Masons, shall be granted, except upon the petition of nine regu- 
lar Royal Arch Masons ; which petition shall be accompanied with a certificate 
from the Chapter nearest tho place at which the new Chapter is intended to 
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be opened, vouchiag for the meral character aud Masonic abilities of the peti- 
tioners, and recormendiny that a Dispensation or Charter be granted. [1355 
—page I21.j 

492. © Whereas, The irreverent use of the name of Deity is highly unbe- 
coming in Masors, and peculiarly so in Companions of this Most Sublime 
Degree, it shall oe the duty of every member knowing a Companion to be 
habitually guilty of acts of wanton profanity, to report tho same to his Chap- 
rer, at a regular Convocation: and any Royal Arch Mason so persisting in 
such acts as to be offensive to the Companions, shall be Hable to be dealt with 


as for any other uiiaasonie conduct. [1554—page 121] 

18. That if any returns be sent up before the publication of the Proceed- 
ings of this Grand Chapter, the Grand Secretary be direeted to include them 
in the publication. 

44. Unmasonie conduct at any stige of advancement, should constitute a 
barrier to a brother's receiving the Royal Arch Degree. 

When difficulties occur between a Companion of the Chapters and an 
applicant who has been duly ciected for the Chapter Degrees, the proceedings 
shall be stayed, and the High Priest shall immediately appoint a Committee 
of three Royal Arch Masons, whose duty it shall be, to investigate the matter, 
and if found of sufficioni magnitude, (according to the usages of. Masonry,) to 
exelude him from the benefits of the order, such objections shall bo considered 
valid. 

If the objections of the companion are of such a character, that he cannot, 
with propriety, bing them before the Chapter, then, his averment to be taken 
as just ground, ir the premises; and on his averment before the Chapter, 
that he has, (in his opinion,) objections sufticient to exclude the candidate, the 
vase shall then be referred to said Committee, whose report shall be final. 

45. That the Grand Chapter pay the necessary expenses of the legal Rep- 
resentutives who imay attend the Conyocations of the General Grand Chapter 
of the United Stetes. [1s808—page 125. | 

16. That all the Subdrdinate Chapters of the State be required to change 
their By-Laws, sc as to hold their Annual Election of Officers at the stated 
meeting preceeding the Anniversary of St. John the Evangelist, and that the 
Returus of Subordinate Chapters shall commence from the 27th day ot 
December, of each vear. 

47. Subordinate Chapters shall contribute to this Grand Chapter, two 
dollars for each © Exaltation,” and fifty cents per annum for each member, an 
account and return of which, together with the payment shall be made at 
each Grand Annual Convocation. 

45. The fee fcr a Dispensation or Charter for a Subordinate Chapter, is, as 
prescribed by the Constitution of the General Grand Chapter of the United 
States, ninety dollars, and Grand Secretary’s fec, ten dollars. 

49. That, asone of the permanent regulations of this Grand Chapter, 
when a Royal Arch Mason stands charged, in a court of justice in this State, 
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with an offence against the criminal or penal laws, no proceedings touching 
said offence, shall be instituted against such Companion so charged, until after 
his case shall have been disposed of by said court; but, in the meantime, the 
Chapter under whose jurisdiction the Companion resides, may temporarily 
suspend him from Royal Arch Masonie intercourse and privileges until final 
trial at law; but should such Chapter refuse so to suspend him, he remains 
entitled to all such Masonic right. 

90. That the Lectures delivered by our Grand Lecturer, Companion W. R. 
Lackey, are fully approved, and are hereby adopted by the Grand Chapter. 

51. That for the proper understanding aud reguiotion of Subordinate 
Chapters, a uniform scale of charges for the reception of the Chapter Degrees 
be established, and that not less than forty dollars be the regular charge for 
the same. 

93. That the Installation of the Ofticers of the Grand Chapter take place 
at the close of each session, and that the present Grand Officers hold over 
until that time. [1855—page 21.] 


95. That Duelling is umnasonic, and should not be tolerated among Royal 
Arch Masons. [1855—pave 36.] 

94. That the M. E. Grand High Priest grant no Dispensations for the 
institution of new Chapters, the petitioners for which have not previously 
dimitted from the Chapter or Chapters to which they had belonged, and for- 
warded their dimits with their petitions. [1855—pave OF. | 

95. There shall be appointed by the Grand Council of each and every 
Subordinate Chapter in this State, a Standing Committee, to consist of at 
least five, to be styled “The Committee on Complaints and Offenses,” whose 
duty it shall be to take cognizance of all offenses against the laws of Masonry 
which may come to their knowledge, either from their own obser ration, rumor, 
or the information of a Companion or Companions; and said Committee, when 
any offense shall so come to their knowledge, shall, without delay, investigate 
the same; and if they think it of sufficient importance, shall report to the 
Chapter, at a regular meeting, with the charges and specifications set forth in 
full. 

9. The Secretary shall, immediately after such report, issue citation against 
the Companion or Companions so charged, citing him or them to appear before 
the Chapter, at its regular Communication, then and there to answer the 
charge or charges preferred as aforesaid, which citation shall be served at least 
ten days before said mecting. | 

9. All complaints of one Companion against another, shall be laid before 
said Committee, whose duty it shall be to investigate the same, and report as 
aforesaid; and no complaints shall be heard by the Chapter, until so reported. 
[1855— page 39.] 


96 


sais E OR NCEE ON TET TETETEUIUES b 


CONSTITUTION 


OF THE 
2 TEN m oq Pa Gå 
General Grand Chapter of Bopal Arch Masons, 


FOR TITS UNITED STATES OF AMERICA, 


As Amended at tie Triennial niooting, begun and held in the city of Lexing- 
ton, in the State of Kentucky, on Tuesday, September Sth, 1859, and ct 
the Order, 22». 


ARTICLE 1. 
OF "Vii GENERAL GRAND CHAPTER. 

Secon i. ‘There shall be a General Grand Chapter of Royal Arch 
Masons, for the United States of America, which shall be holden triennially, 
on the sc«ond Puosday in September, at such time and place as shall from. 
time to time be desienated for that purpose, and at which time the General 
Grand Otfieors bo elected by ballot, and installed, except the General Grand 
Chaplain, who shall be appointed by the General High Pricst at the com- 
mencement of cach Convocation of the General Grand Chapter. 

The General Grand Chapter at any regular meeting, may change the tine 
for the next sueceedin ys mecting ; ondif, in the opinion of the Gener ai Grand 
High Priest, or, in case of his death, ov absence, of the General Grand Officer, 
there shall be ae to Vite or health, from sickness or other local cause, by 
any macung bei g held at the tine appointed, he may change the time of the 
particular mectirg to some subsequent tune. Aud, in the event of such 
change being ma te, he shall immediutely notify -the General Grand Secretary 
thereof, who : e Pete ith notify the other Fan and members in such 
manner as he may deem best enlealited to cffect the desired object. 

Sire, 9. The General Grand Chapter shall have and maintain jarisdiction 
over all State Grind Chapters, and over Chapters in those States, Districts, 
or Territories wach recognise this jurisdiction, and when there is no Grand 
Chapter regularly established, avrecably to the provisions of this Constitu- 
tion; and shall have authority to suspend the proc ceedings of such State 
Grand Chapters, aud such Chapters in States where there is no G. Chapter, as 
muy knowingly violate any of the provisions of this Constitution; to settle all 
difficulties which may arise, and to give such advice and instruction as may 
seem most conducive to their peace, and to tho :sdvancement of the ereat 
use of benevolence and virtue. 

Suc. 3. The Officers of the General Grand Chapter shall consist of : 
General Grand High Priest, Deputy General High Priest, General Gri aa 
King, General Grand Scribe, General Grand aoe G. Grand Treasurer, 
General Grand Chaplain, G. G. C. IL, and G. G. R. Arch Captain, these, 


T_T: 
) 
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together with the first four officers of every State G. Chepter under this 
jurisdiction, or the proxies of the first four G. Grand Officers, and of the first 
four Officers of each State Grand Chanter aforesaid, shall compose the G. G. 
Chapter: Provided, That any Chapter under this juri«diction, in any State, 
District, or Territory, where there is no Grand Chapter, duly established, 
shall have a right to appear by its first three Officers, or any one of them: 
which officers shall collectively have one vote. | 

SEC. 4. On all questions to be decided by the General Grand Chapter, 
each State Grand Chapter shall be entitled to four votes by its representative 
or representatives, 

The General Grand Officers when present, shall each have one vote. And 
no General Grand Officer shall be allowed to take a seat in the General Grand 


Chapter, as the representative of any State Grand Chapter—nor shall any 
member of the General Grand Chapter be permitted to vote as proxy, while 
the person giving the proxy is preseut-— nor shall any person be admitted into 
the General Grund Chapter as the representative of more than one State G. 


Chapter at one and the sane tine. 


SEC. 5. The Generel Greal High Priest and Deputy Generel Grand 
High Priest, shall have authority to cull a special meeting of the General 
Grand Chapter, whenever they may consider it expedient or necessary; and 
it shall be their duty to do so, when properly requested by a majority of 
the State Grand Chapters, ef which four months’ notice shall be given of the 
time and place of meeting. 

SEC. 6. The General Grand High Priest, Deputy General Grand High 
Priest, General Grand King, and General Grand Scribe, shail seve ‘ally have 
power and authority to grant Dispensations, for a limited length of time, for 
New Royal Arch Chapters and Lodges of the appendant Orders, in any State, 
County, Republic, or Territory, in which there is not a Grand Chapter, 
regularly established, when, in their opinion, the good of the craft, may 
require the same; which term of time shall in no case extend beyond the 
time of ihe next Triennial Meeting of the General Grand Chapter; but no 
new Chapter shall be established in any State, County, Republic, or Territo- 
ry, where there is a Chapter, within a reasonable distance, under the juris- 
diction of this General Grand Chapter, without the approbation of the 
Chapter nearest to thé place where said new Chapter is proposed to be located ; 
and in all cases of such Dispensation, the Officer who may grant the same, 
shall immediately notify the General Grand Secretary thereof, and make 
report of the same af the next Triennial Mecting of this General Grand 
Chapter, when the General Grand Chapter may grant the said Chapter a 
Charter. | 


SEC. 7. The fees for instituting a new Royal Arch Chapter, with Subor- 
dinate Deerces, shall be nincty dollars and no more; and no credit shall be 
given for Dispensations or Charters, or for conferring the Degrees, in any 
Chapter or Lodge under this jurisdiction. And every Chapter holden by 
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Dispensation or Carter under this jurisdiction, shall pay into the Treasury 
of the General Giioud Chapter, the sum of to collars for each Companion 
therein exalted, until such time asa Grand Chapter shall be regularly estab- 
lished in the State, Country, Republic, or Territory in which such Subordinate 
Chapter is located. Phe Seeretary shall be paid by the petitioners ten dollars 
for his services in furnishing the Charter. 

The fees in the several States for conferring the several Degrees of Mark 
Master, Most Excellent Master, and Royal Arch Mason, shall not be less than 
twenty dollars. 

Sec. S. Tt shall be the duty of the Generel Grand High Priest, Deputy 
General Grand High Priest, General Grand King, anil General Grand Scribe, 
to improve and perfect themselves in the Sublime Art, and work of Mark 
Masters, Past Masters, Most Excellent Masters, and Roval Arch Masons to 
make themselves Masters of the several Masonic Lectures, and Ancient 
Charges, to consult with each other, and with the Grand, and Deputy Grand 
High Priests, Kings, and Seribes of the Several State Graud Chapters afore- 
said, for the purpose of adopting measures suitable and proper for diffusing a 
knowledge of the said Lectures and Charges. And the better to accomplish 
this laudable object, the afouresiid Officers are hereby severally authorized and 
empowered to visit nd preside in any Chapter of Royal Arch Masons, and 
Lodge of Most Excellent Master, Mark, and Past Master Masons throughout 
the said States, milio give such instructions and directions as the good of 
the Fraternity may require, always adhering to the Ancient Landmarks ot 
the Order. 

Sec. U. The only Degrees recognized by this General Grand Chapter, to 
be conferred in Chapters under its jurisdiction, are Mark Master, Past Master, 
Most Eseelient Master, and Royal Arch Mason. And no Royal Arch Mason, 
who shall have regularly received said Degrees, sball be excluded from the 
rights of such, br reason of his not being in jx session of any other, so called, 
Degrees. 

Sec. 10. In alb cases of the absence of an Officer from any body of 
Masons, institute lor holden by virtue of this Constitution, the Officer next in 
rank shall occupy his place: unless through: courtesy or for other reasons, he 
should decline in favor of a Past High Piicst. 

Sec. 11. In every Chapter and Lodge under this jurisdiction, all ques- 
tions, (except admission of members or candidates, which shall require a 
unanimous ballot, shall be considered and determined in such way and 
manner, as such Chapters and Lodges may, all circumstances cousidcred, find 
most conductive to their harmony and permanent prosperity: Provided, 
They do not in any case interfere with, or infringe on the regulations of the 
General Grand Chapter. 

Sic, 19. The General Grand Secretary. of the General Grand Chapter 
shall have and keep a seal, which shall be affixed to all his communications. 

Sc. 13. Should any casualty, at any time hereafter, prevent the trien- 
nial election of Officers, the several Officers shall retain their respective 


offices until successors ure duly elected and qualified. 
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ARTICLE II. 
OF THE STATE GRAND CHAPTERS. 

Section 1. The State Grand Chapters shall severally consist of a Grand 
High Priest, Deputy Grand High Priest, Grand King, Grand Seribe, Grand 
Secretary, Grand Treasurer, Grand Chaplain, Grand Captain Host; and 
likewise of the High Priests, Kings and Scribes, for the time being, of the 
several Chapters over which they shall respectively preside, and of the Past 
Grand and Deputy Grand High Priests, Kings and Scribes, of the said Grand 
Chapters ; and the said Grand Chapters shall have full power and authority 
to elect such other officers, and to establish such rales and regulations, as they 
shall from time to time, consider necessary and proper: Provided, such regula- 
tions do not in any way interfere with the provisions of this Constitution. 

SEC. 2. That the Grand Chapters shall severally be holden once in every 
year, and oftencr if they may consider it expedient, or necessary, at such 
time and place as they shall respectively direct; and at their annual meet- 
ings, the constitutional officers shall be elected, or appointed in such manner 
as shall be provided for by their rules and regulations, and installed into their 
respective offices; and the Grand, or Deputy Grand High Priest, respectively, 
for the time being, may call special mectings, to be holden at such times and 
places as they may think proper. 

SEC. 3. The several State Grand Chapters shall have the sole govern- 
ment and superintendence of the several Royal Arch Chapters, and Lodges of 
Most Excellent, Past, and Mark Muster Masons, within their respective 
jurisdictions, tu assign their limits, and to settle the controversics that may 
happen between them; and shall have power, under their respective seals and 
signs manual of their respective Grand, or Deputy Grand High Priests, Kings 
and Scribes, attested by their respective Grand Secretaries, to constitute new 
Chapters of Royal Arch Masons, within their respective jurisdictions; but 
their jurisdictions shall in no case be construed to extend beyond the limits of 
the State, except by consent of the General Grand Chapter. 

BEC. 4. The Grand and Deputy Grand High Priests severally, shall have 
the power and authority, whenever they shall deem it expedient, during the 
recess of the Grand Chapter of which they are officers, to grant letters of 
Dispensation under their respective hands and private seals, te a competent 
munber of petitioners, possessing the qualifications required by tbe "th 
section of the second Article of this Constitution, empowering them to open a 
Chapter of Royel Arch Masons, for a certain term of time: Provided, That 
the said term of time shall not extend beyond tho next mecting of the Grand 
Chapter of the State, in which such Dispensations shall be granted ; And 
provided. further, That the same fees are required by this Constitution for 
Charters, shall be first deposited in the hands of the Grand Secretary. And 
in all cases of such Dispensation, the officers who may grant the same, shall 
make report thereof at the next stated mecting of the Grand Chapter of his 
jurisdiction, when the said Grand Chapter may either continue or recall the 
said Dispensation, or may grant the petitioners a Charter of Constitution.— 
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And in case sueh Charter shall be granted, the fees first deposited shall be 
credited in payment of the same; butif a Charter should not be granted, nor 
the Dispeusation continued, the said fees shall be refunded to the petitioners, 
excepting only sue) part thereof ax shall have been actually expended by 
means of their application. 

Sec. 5. No Dispersution or Charter shall be granted for instituting 
Lodges of Most das ce Meut, Past, or Mark Masters, independent of a Chapter 
of Royal Arch Ato sons. 

Seo, S. Phe Grand Chapters shall have power, severally, to require from 
the several Chapit us under mer respective jurisdictions, such reasonable 
proportion of sums reecived by them for the exaltation or advancement of 
candidates, and such certain anmual sums from their respective members, as 
by their ordinances or roouletions shall be appointed; all of which said sums 
or dues shall be made good and paid annually by the said Chapters, respect- 
ively, over to the Grand RN ut the Grand Chapter under which they 
hold their authority, on or before the first day of the respective annual meet- 
ines of the several Grand e. 

Sic. 7. No Dispensation or Chapter for the institution of a new Chapter 
of Royal Arch Masons shall be granted, except upon the petition of nine 
regular Royal Arch Masons; which petition shall be aecompanied with a 
certificato from the Chapter nesvest to the place where the new Chapter is 
intended to he oper ed, vouching for the moral character and Masonic abilities 
of the petitioners, and recommending that a Dispensation or Charter be 
eranted them. 

Sino, 8, The Grand Secretaries of the State Grend Chapters shall, 
severally, make a annual communication to cach other, and also to the Secre- 
tary of the General Grand Chapter, containing s list of Grand Officers, and 
all such other matters as may be deemed necessary for the mutual bencfit and 
information of saic Grand Chapters. And the said Grand Secretaries shall 
also regularly transmit to the Secretary of the General Grand Chapter, a 
copy of all their By-Laws and Regulations; and also a copy of their Fe 
inzs, annually, to cach of the officers of the General Grand Chapter; and the 
State Grand Chapters shall see that their Secretaries faithfully and punctually 
perform this duty. | | 

Sec. 9. Whenever there shall have been three Chapters regularly institu- 
ted and consecrated in any State, Country, or Republic, or "Territory, by 
virtue of or authority derived from this Constitution, a Grand Chapter shall 
be established, so soon as convenience and propriety may dictate: Provided, 
That the approbation of one of the first four officers of the General Grand 
Chapter be first obtained. And said Grand Chapters, by their regular 
officers, shall in some suitable place, elect their officers, and make such rules 
and regulations for their government as may be necessary—not inconsistent 
with the regulations of the General Grand Chapter. 

Src. 10. No person shall be permitted to take a seat in any State Grand 
Chapter, as the representative of more than one Chapter, nor unless he ix a 


member of « Subordinate Chapter under that jurisdiction. 
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ARTICLE III. 


OF THE SUBORDINATE CHAPTERS. 

SECTION 1. Every Chapter of Royal Arch Masons throughout this juris- 
diction shall have a Dispensation, as is provided in Section 6 of Article I, or 
Section 4of Article IT, of this Constitution, or Charter from the General Grand 
Chapter, or from some Grand Chapter under the jurisdiction of the General 
Grand Chapter, and no Chapter shall be deemed legal without such Dispen- 
sation or Charter; and Masonic communication, both public and private, is 
hereby interdicted and forbidden between any Chapter, or any member of it, 
and any Chapter or assembly that may be so illegally formed, opened, or 
holden, without such Charter, or any or either of their members, or any person 
exalted or advanced in such illegal Chapter. But nothing in this section 
shall be construed to affect any Chapter which was established before the 
adoption of the Grand Royal Arch Constitution, at Hartford, on the 27th day 
of January, A. D. 1798. 

SEC. 2. Whenever a Charter is issued for instituting a Chapter of Royal 
Arch Masons, with a power in said Charter to open and hold Lodges of Most 
Excellent, Past, und Mark Master Masons, the High Priest, King, and Scribe, 
for the time being, of such Chapter, shall be the Master and. Wardens in said 
Lodges, according to seniority. 

SEC. 3. It is incumbent on the H. Priest of every Chapter, as appertain- 
ing to his office, duty and dignity, to see that the By-Laws of his Chapter, as 
well as the Constitution of the General Grand Chapter, and the Regulations 
of the Grand Chapter, be duly observed ; that all his subordinate officers per- 
form the duties of their respective stations faithfully, and are examples of 
diligence and industry to their Companions; that true and exact records be 
kept of all the proceedings of the Chapter, by the Secretary; that the Treas- 
urer keep and render exact and just accounts of all moneys belonging to the 
Chapter; that regular returns be made by the Secretary annually to the 
Grand Chapter, of the adinission of all candidates or members, and that the 
annual dues to the Grand Chapter be regularly and punctually paid. The 
Charter of his Chapter is committed to his special care and charge. He has 
the right and authority of calling his Chapter at pleasure, upon any emer- 
gency or occurrence which, in his Judgment, may require their mecting, and 
he is to fill the Chair when present. It is likewise his duty, togcther with his 
King and Seribe, to attend the regular and special meetings of the Grand 
Chapter, either in person or by proxy. 

SEC. 4. No person, having been a member of a Chapter, shall be admitted a 
member of any other Chapter under this jurisdiction, until he shall have pro- 
duced a certificate from a Chapter to which he last belonged, that he was in reg- 
ular standing, and as such, at his own request is dismissed and recommended. 

SEC. 5. That any worthy companion, from without the jurisdiction of 
the United States, who may present himself as a R yal Arch Mason, and 
produce satisfactory evidence of his having received that degree, that each 
and every Chapter under the jurisdiction of this General Grand Chapter 
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have liberty, und they are hereby authorized, to confer the degrees of Mark 
Master, Past Master, and Most Excellent Master, on such Companions (who 
have not heretefore received then) to the end thet they may be hereby healed, 
and thereby becon e regular Royal Arch Masons, free of charge. 

Sec. 6. That the Subordinate Chapter so conferring said Degrees, shall 
be exempt from paying any dues therefor. 

Sree. 7. Tt shall not be deemed regular for any Chapter to confer the 
Degrees of the Chapter upon any person whose fixed place of abode is within 
any other State, in whieh theve is a Chapter regularly established, except by 
consent of the Chapter nearest the place of residence of said applicant. 


MISCELGANUOUNS, 


Section 1. Whenever it shall be inconvenient for the General Grand 
Officers, or the Grand or Deputy Grand High Priests, respectively, to attend 
in person, to constitute a new Chapter, und install the officers, they shall 
severally, have power ind authority to appoint some worthy High Priest, or 
Past High Priest, to perform the necessary ceremonies. 

Sec. 2. The cfheers of every Chapter under this jurisdiction, before they 
enter upon the exercise of their respective offices, and also the merabers of all 
such Chapters, and every candidate upon his admission into the same, shall 


take the following obligation, viz: I, A. B, do promise and swear, that Í 
will support and maintain the Constitution of the General Grand Chapter of 
Royal Arch Masons for the United States of. America. 

Sic. 2. This Constitution shall not be altered or amended, unless such 
alteration or amendment be proposed in writing at one regular meeting of 
the General Grand Chapter, published among the minutes of the proceedings, 
and at the next rezular mecting receive the approval of two-thirds of the 
members present. i 

I hereby certify that the foregoing is a truc copy of the Constitution of the 
General Grand Chapter of Royal Arch Masons for the United States. 


em In Testimony WHEREOF, I have caused the Seal of the GENE- 
TS RAL GRAND CHAPTER to be hereunto affixed. 
Dated at the Cisy of Washington, this 27th day of September, 1855, and 
the year of the Order 2535. 
B. B. FRENCH, General Grand Secretary. 


CONSTITUTION 


OF THE 


GRAND CHAPTER OF MISSISSIPPI, 


As amended and adopted, January, A. D. 1853, A. I., 2383. 


ARTICLE I. 
This Grand Chapter is Subordinate to the General Grand Chapter of the 
United States. 
ARTICLE II. 
Officers, Members, Qualifications, Duty aud Compensation. 
OFFICERS. 


SECTION 1. The Officers of this Grand Chapter shall be those named in 
the first Section of the second Article of the Constitution of the General 
Grand Chapter of the United States, together with a Grand Orator and also, 
for work in the Ancient Mysteries, a Grand Principal Sojourner, Grand Royal 
Arch Captain, three Grand Masters of Veils, a Grand Captain of the Host, 
and Grand Sentinel. 

MEMBERS. 


SEC. 2. The members of this Grand Chapter shall only be those prescrib- 
ed in the Constitution of the General Grand Chapter, and none others shall 
be permitted to vote: Provided, That when any Past Grand Officer shall 
cease to be a member of a Subordinate Chapter, his membership in this Grand 
Chapter shall cease. 


QUALIFICATIONS FOR OFFICERS. 


SEC. 3. All the Grand Officers shall be selected from the members, foz 
the time being, of the Grand Chaptar, except the Grand Chaplain, Grand 
Lecturer, and Grand Sentinel, who may be elected from the members of the 
Subordinate Chapters. | 


DUTY OF GRAND LECTURER. 


SEC. 4. 'The Grand Chapter may elect a Grand Lecturer, whose duty it 
shall be, when called upon by the Grand Council,to give Lectures and 
instructions in Masonry, at each Convocation of the Grand Chapter; and 
when thereto called by the Subordinate Chapters, he shall visit them, and give 
the like lectures and instructions. 


COMPENSATION TO GRAND LECTURER. 


SEC. 5. The expenses of the Grand Lecturer, while in attendance on the 
Grand Chapter, shall be paid by the Grand Chapter, and he shall receive no 
other compensation than such as the Subordinate Chapters may think proper 
to give him. 
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COMPENSATION TO GRAND SECRETARY. 


Sec. 6. The Grand Seerctary shall receive for preparing a Dispensation 
or Charter, five dollars, and in addition thereto, twenty-five cents for each 
hundred words fir recording, and for copies of proceedings, documents, &o., 
required by the business of the Grand Chapter, and five dollars a day during 
the session of the Grand Chapter, for his services in keeping the minutes, to 
be paid out of the Grand Treasury. For copies required by others than the 
Grand Chapter, the Grand Secretary shall receive the same fee per hundred 
words, and one dollar for his certificate, and affixing the seal of the Grand 
Chapter, to be paid by the parties applying for the service. 


COMPENSATION TO GRAND SENTINEL. 


Sko. 7. The Grand Sentinel shall be alowed such compensation as the 

Chapter may deer. just and reasonable. 
ARTICLE ILI. 
MEETING AND QUORUM. 

The annual meeting of this Grand Chapter shall be held at the seat ot 
Government in this State, on the 2d Monday of January, of each year; and a 
quorum shall consist of the representatives or proxies of at least three 
Chapters, and if on the day of meeting, there be not à quorum present, any 

, Å M I , 
one of the first four grand Officers may adjoin the Grand Chapter from day 
to day, until four o'clock of the fourth day following. 
ARTICLE IV. 
Klection of Officers, Voting and Proxis. 
ELECTION OF OFFICERS. 

SECTION 1. There shail be an election of Officers at cach annual meeting 
of this Grand Chapter; and should there be a failure of said annual meeting. 
the Most Execllent Grand High Priest, or Deputy Grand High Priest, may 
call a special meeting for such election ; and in default of such special incet- 

: N 
ing, the Officers in office shall continue to serve until their successors are duly 
` elected and insta led. 
VOTING. 

Sic, 2. On all questions, each Chapter present shall have three votes, 
and each member of the Grand Chapter present, other than delegates or 
proxies of Subordinate Chapters, one vote. The vote at an election shall be 
by written ballot, and when the yeas and nays are taken on any question, the 
presiding officer shall vote first ; should there be an equal division, the proposi- 
tion shall be lost ; but in case where the yeas and nays are not taken, the 
presiding Officers will have the casting vote ; and the representatives of Sub- 
ordinate Chapters who have not paid their dues, shall not be allowed to voto. 


PROXIES. 


Sic. 8. Whenever the three first Officers of a Subordinate Chapter cannot 
attend the Annval Meeting of this Grand Chapter, or fail, or decline to adopt 
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proxies or a proxy, to represent them or their Chapter, it shall be competent 
for said Chapter to elect or appoint a delegate or a proxy. No member of 
this Grand Chapter, as such, has a right to constitute a proxy; but, that right 
is exclusively vested in the first three Officers of each Subordinate Chapter, 
or in the Chapter itself. A prexy must be a member of some Chapter in-this 
jurisdiction. 
ARTICLE V. 
CONTRIBUTIONS AND FEES. | 

SECTION. 1. Subordinate Chapters shall contribute to this Grand Chapter 
two dollars for each exaltation, and fifty cents per annum for every member, 
an account and return of which, and payment, shall be made at each annual 
Convocation. 

FEES. 
SEC. 2. The fee for a Dispensation and Charter for a Subordinate 


Chapter, is, as prescribed by the Constitution of the Gencral Grand Chapter 
of the United States, ninety dollars. 


ARTICLE VI. 


SECTION 1. At and after the meeting of this Grand Chapter, the Repre- 
sentatives of Subordinate Chapters shall be paid out of the funds of this 
Grand Chapter, three dollars for every thirty miles going to and returning 
from the Grand Chapter, and three dollars a day for each day’s attendance on 
the same: Provided, That not more than onc delegate from any Chapter be 
entitled to receive such compensation and that no representative shall receive 
out of the funds of the Grand Chapter a larger sum than that paid in at the 
same Communication by his Chapter, on account of the annual dues of said 
year: Provided, also, That a proxy of a distant Chapter, residing at the seat 
of government, shall receive no Compensation. 


ARTICLE VII. 


AMENDMENTS. 

Ail amendments to the Constitution of this Grand Chapter shall be propos- 
ed and published at least one annual Convocation before the same shall be 
acted upon, and the Constitution shall not be altered or amended without the 
approbation of two-thlrds of the members present. 

I hereby certify that the foregoing is a true copy of the Constitution of 
the Grand Chapter of Royal Arch Masons for the State of Mississippi. 

( SPI IN TESTIMONY WHEREOF, I have caused the Seal of the Grand 
“Vy I Chapter to be hereunto affixed. 

Dated at the city of Jackson, this 15th day of January, 1856. 

R. W. T. DANIEL, Grand Secretary. 


LIST OF STATE GRAND CHAPTERS 


Under the Jurisdiction of the General Grand Chapter of the United States, with the 


Address of each Grand Secretary. 


MAING tc. Su sr Bean Portland. 
New Hampshire ............ Hosea Fessenden............ Concord. 
Vermont: uec n teena Dis. Be Emglesbee spann vene x Burlington. 
Massachusetts .... 0... 000.0. Thomas Waterman ........ .. Boston. 


Rhode Island...............W. G. Barker..... 0... 0.200. Providence. 
Connecticut ................H. Storer...................New Haven. 
New X orkess ovals ....John O. Cole................ Albany. 
Mary Ifid ous bes detenti Joseph Robinson.... ........ Baltimore. 
Ohio d us ef Anab ibis John D. Caldwell ......... .. Cincinnati. 
Kentucky ou ntedie os ec Philip Swigert 4244 es Rebus Frankfort. 
Virginia ...................Jdohn Dove...... reddes Ju Richmond. 
North Carolina.............. HP. duel. x ex i Wilmington. 
South Carolina........ .... .. F. C. Barton...... .... .... .. Charleston. 
GCOS M William K. Kitchen......... Augusta. 
Abdel wai 2g n Amand P. Pfister...... ...... Montgomery. 
Tennessee .... .... .... .... .. John S. Dashiell............ Nashville. 
Titusener view ee E I BO os so teca assu o Ldiandpolig 
Mississippl........... .... .. Rå W. T. Daniel .......... .. Vicksburg. 
MISSOUEIGa E orte One widest. Di OY TOP occu vans Deuda St. Louis. 
Florida awe alone eset etes John B. Taylor ....... .... .. Tallahassee. 
Minas BR S: Oheeney uus ribs ane eas Jackson. 
Louisiana .... .... .... .... .. Samuel L. Isett............. Baton Rouge. 
WISCONSIN «e. penere bn ha William R. Smith....-...... Mineral Point. 
Arkansas varar deer ds LIE Barber ciedri Vies ss Little Rock. 
California... deans wien Siracusa Thomas..... eO. å Sacramento. 


